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OXFORD Advanced Learner's DICTIONARY 6th edition

Key to dictionary entries
Finding the word

Information in the dictionary is given in nadir /rewdialr); Aef —dr/
entries, arranged in alphabetical order noun [sing. 1 lwritten)
the worst moment of a particular
of headwords. situation:
entry 4 Al AT —F FrH Rk H
ZENITH [Enab_ il
nallh
2| nachos head
nadir 3
e words
} nae
[E] naff
nag

Some headwords can have more than
one part of speech:

headword and all possible  ————— | blind-fold /hlardfarld; Ass -fould!
parts of speech noun, verh, adj., adw.

LB maun . .
Squares show where the information ggmfﬁg;ﬂiaﬁ'ﬂﬁ 1Ssggut over sbs eyes
on each part of speech begins. P verh [UN]

to cover sh’s eves with a piece of
fabric or other covering so that they
cannot see:




There are some words in English that
have the same spelling as each other
but different pronunciations and com-
pletely different meanings:

The small homonym number — |

shows that this is the first of
2 headwords spelled punt.

Different pronunciation is
given at each headword.

punt(/pant/ .‘

nogufi, VBTG

Ao

punt*(/print,

fid squarq  the unit of money in the Republic of

pushing th|  Ireland (to be replaced by the suro)
the hotton|  —5ee also PUNT
2 (Bre, i

There are also some words in English
that have more than one possible
spelling or form, when both spellings
or forms are acceptable. Information

The variant spelling is given in brackets. —

[ban-is-ter (also ban-nis-ter)
Shznstalr)

noun (Brf also ban-is-ters [pL])
the posts and rail at the side of a
staircase:

about these words is given at the
most frequent spelling or form:

At the entry for the less frequent spell- ban-nis-ter
ing a cross-reference directs you to = BANISTER

the main entry:

American English variants and irregu-
lar forms of verbs are treated in the
same way.

some words that are derivatives of oth-
er, more frequent words, do not have
their own entry in the dictionary, be-
cause they can be easily understood
from the meaning of the word from
which they are derived (the root word).
They are given in the same entry as the
root word, in a specially marked section:

The triangle shows where
the derivatives section begins.

dif-Fi-dent /'drfident/

jan

not having nuch confidence in
yourself; not wanting to talk about
vourself BYH SHY:

» dif-Fi-dence /-dans/

noun [U1:

»)dif-fi-dent-1y
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Finding the meaning

Some words have a lot of possible
meanings and the entries for them can
be very long. It is not usually necessa-
ry to read the whole entry from the
beginning, if you already know some-
thing about the context or general
meaning you are looking for: By look-
ing down the left-hand side of the en-
try and just reading the short cuts,
you can quickly find the meaning you
want.

‘re-lief Arilict/ 0‘

SOl
4‘—fShort cuts show

the general meaning

e

relief /r1'list/

Meanings that are | Sly ?g%“ or context of each
closely related to 5 [U] = Té# RELIEF: meaning.
EAIFLED

each other share the
same short cut.

ISTH DIFFERENT >
[ll, sing. ] ~ (from sth) sonething
that is interesting or enjovable that
replaces sth boring, difficult or

Using the word

The entries in this dictionary contain a
lot more than just the meanings of
words. They show you how to use the
word in your own speaking and writ-
ing.

pronunciation, with American
pronunciation where it is
different (see page 86)

k; Auf 'ardvairk/ ‘

an animal from southern Africa that

birds, of a 'feather (Flock ‘
to'sether)
Teovine erola nf the wme et (ars |

Stress marks show stress on compounds./[

prepositions,
adverbs and
structures that can
be used with this
word (see page 82)

Irregular forms of verbs,
B *  with their pronunciation.
Irregular plurals of nouns
are also given.

cling fklm/
verd (clung, clung klan/) [V]

= Ton] to sb/sth[ ~ on/tozef]
to hold on Fightly To sb/sth:

2 ~ (to sth) to stick to sth:
[EXBHMPLED

3 ~ [to sb) (usuallgisarprovingy
to stay close to b, especially

label giving information
about usage (see page 80)




fixed form
of noun

dock /iuks Asf deatk/ +
noun, verh

u
=

1 [C] a part of & port where shies are

2 (docks) [Pl ] a group of docks in a

repaired or where zoods are put onto
or taken off them:
—see also DRY DOCK

dock /dok; Asé datk/

e

port and the huildings around them

storing goods, ete.

?gck gorkersVOj dick strike © common phrase in

e ship was 17 dock. .

—see alsn DRY DOCK bold type in example,
2 (docks) [PL.] a zroup of docks in a with extra explanation

that are used for repairing ships, in brackets

information on
different types
of noun

(see page 79)

dock Jdnks AnE datk/
) the part of a court of law uhere
the person uho has been accused of a

dock /dok; Amf datk/

trial for a crine) several tives
already.
6 [U] a wild plant of Northern Eurore

He's been In the dock (= o

with large thick leaves that can be word not in
rubbed on skin that has been stung by the defining
TTLES to make it less painful:
e vocabulary
hearty /'harki; Awf 'harrti/
adi, noun
comparatives llaEdJ. ﬁhegr?-ier, heaartg-est) -
i usually betore noun. TEtHIE TP e
a?dds_upe_rlatlve_s feelings for sh: information
Exary
of adjectives given condhearty /'harti; Arf tharrti/ : on usage of
cheerful and full of energy: i i
adjectives

[Dnly befure noun]

+
APPETITE) large; making ynu feel full
EXAFFLED

4 [usually hefore noun] -stomre-that—vou
teel strongly about sth:
[EXAMFLED

|
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Idioms section with special symbol
(see page 80)

phrasal verbs section with special
symbol [l (see pages 80)

fetch /fetl/ o 3
FEHN
2 0 be sold for a particular

)
0 do a\ot of little johs for sh as if
were\their servant

common errors.

13U,

a formal written, spoken or practical
test, especially at school or colleze,
to see how much you know ahout a
subject, or what you can do:

. E&rPLES
Short notes help you to avoid Use take/do/sit an exam not
WO aR—DHa.

Build your vocabulary

The dictionary also contains a lot of
information that will help you increase
your vocabulary and use the language

productively:

Special symbols
show synonyms
and opposites.

stable /'sterhl/ :
2 (of a person)calm and reasonable; not

BALANCED:

[imiziz
3 (techmical) (of a substance) stavire
in the same chemical or ATOMIC state:

NSTABLE
b stably /'sterbli/
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Cross-references refer you to information

in other parts of the dictionary

Compare refers you to another

word with a contrasted meaning.” |yay

See also refers you to another
word with a similar or related
meaning.

Jam_/dzzen/
LLY, MARMALADE
PLEFVEHICLES S

2 [C] a situation in which it is difficult
or inpossible to move because there
are so many people or vehicles in one
particular place:

—see also TRAFFIC JAM




Understanding definitions

All the definitions in the dictionary are written using a vocabulary of 3000 common words. This makes
them clear and easy to understand.

Reading through the following points before you start to use the dictionary will make understanding
the definitions even simpler.

Important
The following are used a very large number of times:

sb = somebody/someone

sth = something

etc. = ‘and other things of the same sort’

For example, if you say that something is ‘used in books, newspapers, etc.’, you mean that you are
also including magazines and journals.

particular is used to emphasize that you are referring to one individual person, thing or type of thing
and not others.

especially is used to give the most common or typical example of something. For example, the

meaning of the verb to train is shown as ‘to prepare yourself for a particular activity, especially a sport’.
Describing objects and substances

The definition might refer to the shape and or size of an object. Make sure that you know what the
following words mean: round, square, circular, hollow, solid, broad, narrow.
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Other features of the object might be mentioned:
appearance: simple, plain, complicated, decorative, rough, smooth, pointed
colour: dark, light, pale, bright, coloured, colourless

According to its function, the object might be a container, device, instrument, machine,
mechanism or tool.

It might be made of fabric or cloth (including cotton, wool, fur, silk) , metal (including iron, steel,
gold, silver) or glass.

Material is a general word that means anything that something is made of. For example a
cushion is ‘a fabric bag filled with soft material’, and adobe is ‘mud that is ... used as a building
material’.

Matter [U] is any substance that physically exists, used especially when defining more technical
words. For example, a technical meaning of suspension is ‘a liquid with very small pieces of solid
matter floating in it’.

A substance may be liquid or solid or it may be a gas.

REMEMBER a vehicle could be a car, lorry/truck/van or train. An aircraft could be a plane or a
helicopter.

Describing food
Food and drink are described as bitter, sweet, salty, sour, or spicy. An amount of a food prepared
in a particular way and served at a meal is called a dish.

Describing people

People (or human beings) are male or female, adults or children. They, their behaviour or their
attitude could be friendly, bad-tempered, aggressive, honest, dishonest, sincere, calm, anxious,
nervous, pleasant, unpleasant, intelligent, stupid, polite or rude.



The way or manner in which somebody does something may be important.

People do things deliberately or on purpose (= they mean to do it) or accidentally or by mistake

(= they do not mean to do it).

Somebody may have or show a quality or feeling such as respect, interest, pleasure, skill, emo-
tion, excitement, enthusiasm, sympathy, courage or determination. Or they may show a lack of
one of these qualities or a desire to do something.

Describing organizations
An organization may be a business, a company, an institution, a club or a group of people who work to-
gether for a particular aim. The people who lead an organization, a government or society can be
called people in authority.

Describing actions
An event may be a ceremony, a festival or a celebration. It could be public, private, official or
social.

An occasion is a time when something happens. For example, a referendum is ‘an occasion
when all the people of a country can vote on an important issue’.

Something that somebody does, or something that happens may be described as an act, an ac-
tion, an activity or a process (= a series of connected actions). When a noun is very closely linked
to a verb, it may be defined in terms of the verb as the act/action/activity/process of ... For example,
one of the meanings of achievement is ‘the act or process of achieving sth’.

Your experience [U] is the things you have done and the knowledge you have gained; an expe-
rience [C] is something that has happened to you. For example, cosmopolitan means ‘having or
showing wide experience of people and things’.

Conversion is ‘the process or experience of changing your religion’.
Things happen repeatedly (= several times, one after the other), continuously (= without stopping),
occasionally or rarely (= not very often).
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Describing situations
A matter [C] is a subject or situation that you must consider or deal with. For example, a case is
‘a matter that is being officially investigated ...’
State and condition are both used to describe how something or somebody looks or is physically or
mentally. A medical condition is a particular health problem that somebody has.
A situation that exists or a habit or practice that somebody has can be described as the fact of
. or the practice of ... For example, gender is ' the fact of being male or female’.
Describing ideas
A strong opinion can be called a belief. A set of beliefs can be a theory about a particular subject.
Some actions are the expression of particular ideas. A set of beliefs and practices can make a
whole system, especially a political or economic system such as capitalism.

Abbreviations and grammar labels used in the dictionary

abbr. abbreviation conj. conjunction pl. plural ScotE | Scottish English
adj. adjective det. determiner pp past participle sing. singular

adv. adverb etc. et cetera (=and so on) | prep. preposition sth something

AmE American English | IrishE | Irish English pron. pronoun Symb | symbol

AustaralE | Australian English | n. noun pt pasttense u uncountable noun
BrE British English NorthE |Northern English | sb somebody v. verb

(o] countable noun | NZE New Zealand English
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Symbols used in the dictionary

replaces the headword of an entry > derivative(s) section of an entry IDM idiom(s) section of an entry

] shows new part of speech in an entry A taboo (see Labels below) Wikl | phrasal verb(s) section of an entry

Labels used in the dictionary
The following labels are used with words that express a particular attitude or are appropriate in a particular situation.

approving expressions show that you feel approval or admiration, for example dispassionate, feisty, petite.

disapproving | expressions show that you feel disapproval or contempt, for example blinkered, faceless, jumped-up.

language is language that is used in a non-literal or metaphorical way, as in

figurative He didn’t want to cast a shadow on (= spoil) their happiness.

expressions are usually only used in serious or official language and would not be appropriate in
formal normal everyday conversation.
Examples are admonish, juncture, withhold.

humorous expressions are intended to be funny, for example impecunious, warpaint and not a dry eye in the house.

expressions are used between friends or in a relaxed or unofficial situation.

inf ! . . .
fhiorma They are not appropriate for formal situations. Examples are dodgy, party-pooper, zap.
ironic language uses words to mean the opposite or something very different from the meaning they
seem to have, as in You're a great help, | must say! (= no help at all)
literary language is used mainly in literature and imaginative writing, for example aflame, halcyon, serpentine.
expressions are used by some people to address or refer to people in a way that is very insulting, especially in
offensive

connection with their race, religion, sex or disabilities, for example mulatto, slut, cretin. They should be avoided.
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words exist in English but are not commonly used. Sometimes there is a more frequent form of the word that

rare ) ) . .
is usually used instead. For example illumine means the same as lluminate, but is much less frequent.
is very informal language, mainly used in speaking and sometimes restricted to a particular group of
slang people, for example people of the same age or those who have similar interests or do the same job.
Examples are dosh and dweeb.
spoken expressions are used mainly in informal conversations, for example Give me a break! or Don’t ask!
technical language is used by people who specialize in a particular subject area.
written expressions are used mainly in written language, for example groundswell, hotfoot, vis-a-vis.
1 Taboo words are likely to be thought by many people to be obscene or shocking and you should
avoid using them. Examples are bloody and shit.
The following labels show other restrictions on the use of words.
describes expressions, spellings and pronunciations used in American English and not in British
AmE . . .
English, for example bleachers, blindside, blooper.
BIE describes expressions used in British English and not in American English, for example jumble sale,
agony aunt, chinwag.
dialect describes expressions that are mainly used in particular regions of the British Isles, not including
ialect

Scotland or Ireland, for example beck, nowt.

old-fashioned

expressions are passing out of current use, for example balderdash, beanfeast, blithering.

old use describes expressions that are no longer in current use, for example ere, hearken, perchance.
i describes a well-known fixed or traditional phrase, such as a proverb, that is used to make a comment,
saying . . . .
give advice, etc., for example actions speak louder than words and it's all Greek to me.
™ shows registered trademarks that belong to manufacturing companies, even though the expressions

may be commonly used in speech and writing, for example Band-Aid, Frisbee, Vegeburger.




Key to verb patterns

Intransitive V1 verb used alone A large dog appeared.

verbs [V+adv./prep.] | verb + adverb or prepositional phrase A group of swans floated by.
Transitive [VN] verb + noun phrase Jill's behaviour annoyed me.
verbs [VN+adv./prep.]| verb + noun phrase + adverb or prepositional phrase | He kicked the ball into the net.

Transitive verbs+
two objects

[VNN]

verb + noun phrase + noun phrase

| gave Sue a book for Christmas.

[V-ADJ] verb + adjective His voice sounds hoarse.
Linking verbs [V-N] verb + noun phrase Elena became a doctor.
[VN-ADJ] verb + noun phrase + adjective She considered herself lucky.
[VN-N] verb + noun phrase + noun phrase They elected him president.
[V that] [V (that)] | verb + that clause He said that he would prefer to walk.
[VN that] verb + noun phrase + that clause Can you remind me that | need
[VN (that)] to buy some milk?
[V wh-] verb + wh- clause | wonder what the job will be like.
Verbs used with | [VN wh-] verb + noun phrase + wh- clause | asked him where the hall was.
clauses or IV to] verb + to infinitive The goldfish need to be fed.
: [VN to] verb + noun phrase to infinitive He was forced to leave the keys.
[VN inf] verb + noun phrase + infinitive without "to" Did you hear the phone ring?
[V -ing] verb + -ing phrase She never stops talking!
[VN -ing] verb + noun phrase + -ing phrase His comments set me thinking.
Verbs + direct [V speech] verb + direct speech "It’s snowing," she said.
speech [VN speech] verb + noun phrase + direct speech "Tom’s coming to lunch," she told him.
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Numbers

1040 form /ten 'f¢’ti fg'm; AmE 'f¢’rti f¢rm;/ noun (in the US) an official document in which you give details of
the amount of money that you have earned so that the government can calculate how much tax
you have to pay

12 /twelv/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least twelve years old; a film/movie that has this label: / can take the
kids too - It’'sa 12.

15 /fIf'ti'n/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least fifteen years old; a film/movie that has this label

18 /el'ti'n/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least eighteen years old; a film/movie that has this label

18-wheeler /el'ti'n 'wi'l” (r)/ noun (AmE) a very large truck with nine wheels on each side

20/20 vision | /twenti twenti 'vIZn/ noun the ability to see perfectly without using glasses or
CONTACT LENSES

2.1 /tu”'wn/ noun the upper level of the second highest standard of degree given by
a British or an Australian university: / gota 2.1.

22

/tu”'tu’/ noun the lower level of the second highest standard of degree given by
a British or an Australian university
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24-hour clock

/twenti f¢'r aU” 'klAk; AmE aU'r 'kIAk/ noun the system of using twenty four numbers to talk
about the hours of the day, instead of dividing it into two units of twelve hours

24/7

/twenti f¢”'sev’ n; AmE f¢’t/ adv. (informal) twenty-four hours a day, seven days
a week (used to mean ‘all the time’): She’s with me all the time.24/7.

3-D
(also three-D)

/Tri 'di/ noun [U] the quality of having, or appearing to have, length,
width and depth: These glasses allow you to see the film in 3-D.

35mm /Tifalv 'mllimit’ (r); AmE, T@&ti-/ noun the size of film that is usually used in cameras
for taking photographs and making films/movies
4X4 . . . . . . . .
/f¢bal ‘¢ AmE, f¢'r bal 'f¢'t/ noun a vehicle with a system in which power is
applied to all four wheels, making it easier to control.
911 /naln wyn 'wVn/ the telephone number used in the US to call the police, fire or
ambulance services in an emergency: (AmE) Call 911.
99 /malnti'naln/ noun (BrE) an ice cream in a CONE with a stick of chocolate in the top
999

/naln naln 'naln/ the telephone number used in Britain to call the police, fire or
ambulance services in an emergency: (BrE) Dial 999.
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Symbols

equals; is he same as

(on an envelope) care of. You address a letter

* does not equal; is different from % to a person “care of” sb else when the place
you are sending it to is not their permanent home.

] is approximately equal to

> is more than £ pound sterling

< is less than $ dollar
because € euro

. therefore © copyright

v correct ® information

X incorrect ® parking

* used to mark importants points (called an ASTERISK) d male

& and (called an AMPERSAND) ? female
(BrE) HASH (AmE POUND SIGN) the symbol used on the packaging of products to show

# used for example on telephones, and in that they are made from recycled materials
addresses in the US A (=that have been used once then treated so

h w that they can be used again), or to show that

DITTO; the same word as above they can be recycled after use.

@ at




Pronunciation and phonetic symbols

The British pronunciations given are those of younger speakers of General British. This includes RP (Received
Pronunciation) and a range of similar accents which are not strongly regional. The American pronunciations
chosen are also as far as possible the most general (not associated with any particular region).

If there is a difference between British and American pronunciations of a word, the British one is given first,
with AmE beforethe American pronunciation.

Consonants

p pen /pen/ s see /si”/

b bad /bQd/ z z00 /zu’/

t tea 1%/ S shoe /su”/

d did /did/ z vision /VIZn/

k cat /kQt/ h hat /hQt/

g get /get/ m man /mQn/ 1);5
tS chain /tSeln/ n now /nal/ *
dz jam /dZQm/ N sing /sIN/

f fall /f¢l/ | leg /leg/

v van /vQn/ r red /red/

T thin /TIn/ j yes /jes/

D this /Dis/ w wet /wet/
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The symbol (r) indicates that British pronunciation will have /r/ only if a vowel sound follows directly at the
beginning of the next word, as in far away; otherwise the /r/ is omitted. For American English, all the /r/
sounds should be pronounced.

/x/ represents a fricative sound as in /IAx/ for Scottish loch, Irish lough.

Vowels and diphthongs

i see  /si7/ i happy /'hQpi/

| sit /slt/ e ten /ten/

Q cat  /kQt/ A father /fA'D (r)/

A got  /gAt/  (British English) ¢ saw Is¢”/

U put  /pUt/ u actual  /'QktSu’l/

u” too  /tu’/ \ cup /x\p/

E fur JE@E(r)/ . about /" 'balt/

el say  /sel/ ‘U go /9" U/ (British English)
oU go /goU/ (American English) al my /mal/

cl boy  /bgcl/ au now /mal/

[ near  /nl"(r)/ (British English) e’ hair /he’ (r)/  (British English)
v pure /pjU’(r)/ (British English)




Many British speakers use /¢”/ instead of the diphthong /U"/, especially in common words, so that sure
becomes /S¢’(r)/, etc.

The sound /A/ does not occur in American English, and words which have this vowel in British
pronunciation will instead have /A" or /¢*/ in American English. For instance, got is /gAt/ in British English,
but /gA't/ in American English, while dog is British /dAg/, American /d¢"g/.

The three diphthongs /I” e” U’/ are found only in British English. In corresponding places, American
English has a simple vowel followed by /r/, so near is /nlr/, hair is /her/, and pure is /pjUr/.

Nasalized vowels, marked with /7/, may be retained in certain words taken from French, as in penchant
/'pABA), coq au vin /kAk “U'vQy.

Syllabic consonants
The sounds /1/ and /n/ can often be ‘syllabic’ - that is, they can form a syllable by themselves without a
vowel. There is a syllabic /I/ in the usual pronunciation of middle /mlidl/, and a syllabic /n/ in sudden /s\dn/.

Weak vowels /il and /u/

The sounds represented by /i”/ and /I/ must always be made different, as in heat /hi"t/ compared with hit
/hlt/. The symbol /i/ represents a vowel that can be sounded as either /i/ or /l/, or as a sound which is a
compromise between them. In a word such as happy /'hQpi/, younger speakers use a quality more like
/i, but short in duration. When /i/ is followed by /"/ the sequence can also be pronounced /j’/. So the
word dubious can be /'dju’bi”s/ or /'dju’bj”s/.

In the same way, the two vowels represented /u”/ and /U/ must be kept distinct but /u/ represents a weak
vowel that varies between them. If /u/ is followed directly by a consonant sound, it can also be
pronounced as /°/. So stimulate can be /stiIMjulelt/ or /'stIMj” lelt/.

R
Bl
S
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Weak forms and strong forms

Certain very common words, for example at, and, for, can, have two pronunciations. We give the usual
(weak) pronunciation first. The second pronunciation (strong) must be used if the word is stressed, and
also generally when the word is at the end of a sentence. For example:

I’'m waiting for /f"(r)/ a bus.

What are you waiting for /f¢™(r)/ ?

Stress
The mark /'/ shows the main stress in a word. Compare able /'elbl/, stressed on the first syllable, with
ability /"'bll"ti/, stressed on the second. A stressed syllable is relatively loud, long in duration, said
clearly and distinctly, and made noticeable by the pitch of the voice.

Longer words may have one or more secondary stresses coming before the main stress. These are
marked with // as in abbreviation /" bri*vi'elSn/, agricultural /QgrI'kVItS r"I/. They feel like beats in a
rhythm leading up to the main stress.

Weak stresses coming after the main stress in a word can sometimes be heard, but they are not marked
in this dictionary.

When two words are put together in a phrase, the main stress in the first word may shift to the place of
the secondary stress to avoid a clash between two stressed syllables next to each other. For instance,
afternoon has the main stress on noon, but in the phrase afternoon 'tea the stress on noon is missing.
Well 'known has the main stress on known, but in the phrase well-known ‘actor the stress on known is
missing.



Stress in phrasal verbs

One type of phrasal verb has a single strong stress on the first word. Examples are 'come to sth, go
for sb, 'look at sth. This stress pattern is kept in all situations, and the second word is never stressed.
If the second word is one which normally appears in a weak form, remember that the strong form must
be used at the end of a phrase.

Another type of phrasal verb is shown with two stresses. The pattern shown in the dictionary, with the
main stress on the second word, is the one which is used when the verb is said on its own, or when
the verb as a whole is the last important word in a phrase:

What time are you .coming 'back?

He made it 'up.

(Fill them 'in.

But the speaker will put a strong stress on any other important word if it comes later than the verb.
The stress on the second word of the verb is then weakened or lost, especially if it would otherwise be
next to the other strong stress. This happens whether the important word which receives the strong
stress is between the two parts of the phrasal verb, or after both of them.

We came back 'early.
| filled in a 'form.

Fill this 'form in.

If more than one stress pattern is possible, or the stress depends on the context, no stress is shown.

Stress in idioms

Idioms are shown in the dictionary with at least one main stress unless more than one stress pattern is
possible or the stress depends on the context. The learner should not change the position of this
stress when speaking or the special meaning of the idiom may be lost.
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Tapping of /t/

In American English, if a /t/ sound is between two vowels, and the second vowel is not stressed, the /t/
can be pronounced very quickly, and made voiced so that it is like a brief /d/ or the r-sound of certain
languages. Technically, the sound is a ‘tap’, and can by symbolised /t& So Americans can pronounce
potato as /p’'teltdU/, tapping the second /t/ in the word (but not the first, because of the stress).
British speakers don’t generally do this.

The conditions for tapping also arise very frequently when words are put together, as in not only,
what I, etc. In this case it doesn’t matter whether the following vowel is stressed or not, and even
British speakers can use taps in this situation, though they sound rather casual.

The glottal stop

In both British and American varieties of English, a /t/ which comes at the end of a word or syllable
can often be pronounced as a glottal stop /// (a silent gap produced by holding one’s breath briefly)
instead of a /t/. For this to happen, the next sound must not be a vowel or a syllabic /lI/. So football
can be /fU/b¢’l/ instead of /fUtb¢’l/, and button can be /bV/n/ instead of /bVtn/. But a glottal stop
would not be used for the /t/ sounds in bottle or better because of the sounds which come
afterwards.
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fiy/ sea, piece [oxr/* bird, early Ip/ pen, cup /dz/ reads, adds
il hit, pick /arr|ar/* | courage, current /bl boy, job ny chart, catch
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/QIA:/ | laugh, staff o1/ choice, toy /k/ kick, cut /m/ man, sum
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5pl)/pn'ncipal fprins’ plE
/kl/local Aoukl/
/l/Russell fisl/
bl /global fgloubl/
1/ beautiful ojut fl/
(fef2U T 189, @ -ful (& Hul/)
fzl/ drizzle /drizl/
Al/metal fmetl/
/nl/national AQS nl/
/ml/normal a¢rml/

. Zoft A/l M B/EES

FEAF TlE normally sctmli /DK SICHR%.

@
/zm/prism forizm/
/om/thythm ADm/

(€)

An/ cotton kAtn/

/on/happen hQpn/

/dn/harden AArdn/

/zn/reason Al“zn/

fn/lesson Aésn/

Z DM fin/ An/ kn/7RE

Fic. fol [ Jom [ Jan [ [or /& FNZNEEHESHIR
N/ bk EUTRESNDZEDH DI EZRLT WS,
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6.

EWE (RNLR) &70EY K

FoEYNEHRS (RRLR) EWSZERIEFVIFUVIERAU&SICAVWSNED. ELLIE, BBIFEDRS
(REZ) Z2RITHAEBTHH. BOEI PRI EFEFENMBVDICTL. PI/EYMNE, BOBRES (KES)
MAT BOEIPRIBEDERZRELILHDEET., AFAD(FI/EY MNER) IE. REELTE &
BOMBICERE L) DEKRTH D, BB REBOTF7 /Y NEIEBEFETD I TV~ (stress
accent) 1 THZDICH L. BERBOT /LY MIBOEEICELS TBaF7 /Y~ (pitchaccent) 1 &WS
EWHDH 3,

. BBOMBEDE(L

BE (ANLR) & () YXLDOEEILED, Fe (2 220b0zWBIE2HEIC. ZOMNEBIELT S
ZEDH B,

(1) BT, BIEDOYXLZEZSZHIC, B1RBNPERITZIEEZBITLSETIERADH S, HIZE,

B2OAICE 1 BEOHZEERA (FLBERANEEDEHE) NI CROZLAZEBMTDEE. ZOEEH
DFE 1 BENFNCBEIL T, F2BBOH > MBICBENIND I ENH D, Ihi TEEEE), (stress shift)
EWS, BEBENEREINESHE. AlCKD, BRICEDEGRDH. AFETIF., —MITHBBHH &L <
I 2REBICOVWTIE (@RERETIE /~—) OLSITERL U .
Bl : Japanese Ei@ldJapanese AN BIZ L boy ZREMICIERTT 2 & = EEHI a Japanese boy &£75%,
DEEEATE (~ apricot 72 &) THRE,

New York EJRTIE New Yorkieht, T=a—3—2om OEEE New York City &7,
happy or unhappy (EBRODRERDON) O LS ICEKERNBSI 215G IE. unhappy ZARDBHAAIE T
RKETDERMRORAICE > TEER un- NEICZICKLKARZD T, F18B% un- ICBEIL T Unhappy & U.
NERZHHEICT B ENH D, DW\WIEHBE iRME, (contrastive stress) & W5,
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BHBIHEO—E

S == M EIFAREEEER

\Y E2E] whf - & | what where,

(e} ELbES which, when, who, whose,

c wE whom, whether /if, how 7% & Tth & 2 &0
BER D

[1] SVOZIL—7 (BIXEA)

[SV] Money talks.
[SV] Birds are singing merrily.
[SVtodo] He stopped to smoke.

[SV doing] She came running.

[2] SWMD T I)L—T (51XXEB)

[SVM] He lives in Kobe.

[SVM] He gotup early.

[SVtodo] | happened to meet him yesterday.

[SVonwhf] - &i] The costdepends on how many people attend.
[SVM] Everything is going well.

107




[3] SVCOZIL—7 (FIIxXEY)

John s a lawyer.

]
[SVC] His son became a sailor.
[SVC] Itis getting cooler every day.
[SVC] That cap looks wonderful on you.
[SVC] What matters is how you play the game.
[SV (to be) C] She seems (to be) happy.
[4] SVODOZIL—TF (ZEIISTEIA) [SVO] Bees collect honey.
[SV doing] She likes swimming.
[SV to do] | want to go to China.
[SV thatffi] Jane said that she had caught cold.
[SV whf - §i] | don't know how to use a computer.
[SV whf - £1] | doubt whether [if] he will succeed.
[5] SVOMD 7 )L—7 (BIIXEB) | [SVO from O] The police cleared the protesters from the park.
[SVOM] He kicked the ball out
[SVOM] This street leads you to the station.
[SVO from doing] Cold weather kept many plants from blooming.
[SVO with O] Sheep provide us with wool.
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[6] SVOOD T IL—T (FBIVXXEY)

[SVO, O¢]

He gave me some chocolate.

[SVO thatff] She told me that John went to Berlin.
[SVO whf - #fi] He taught me how to use a compass.
[SVO to do] | persuaded him to come.
[7] SVOCHT'IL—7 (FBVXH) [SVOC] We hamed the island Cook.
[SVOC] The news made them happy.
[SVOC] He kept the dog tied to the gate.
[SVO to be C] | know him to be a brave man.
[SVO to do] She wants me to go to the concert with her.
[SVO doing] | can see her running along the lake.
[SVO do] We heard her laugh out loud.

4 Zaoyel

[itis ~ of O to do]
[itis ~( for O) to do]
[itis ~ thatifi]

[itis ~ whi]

[Sis ~ of O]

[Sis ~ todo]

[S is ~ thatff]

[S is ~ about whifi]

It was careless of you to take the wrong bus.
Itis easy for me to read Russian magazines.
Itis obvious that you are right

Itis not clear what she wants to say.

She is fond of rock music.

Arabic is hard to leam.

I'm sorry that | have kept you waiting a long time.
| am uncertain about what | ought to do.
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2T

(to do) He has plans to visit Nara again.

(to do) There is no necessity for you to do it at once.

(of doing) | There is litle chance of his visiting this week.
(thatfi) The news that he would not recover distressed me.

(whfi) | have no notion (of) what you mean.

HEFTRERULOED REOREICHU T, BB - Bl EDEERREEH TRLT.
[SV] [SVO] 7 & DX EIFRRIG, EIC. AL BTV 08I - RARDOEBRRERICDOWTITE S feo ZOMICDWVWTIE,
BEICHL T, (todo) (thatfl) B ETRU T,

OEFAXED [1] [2] WA SViodo DEMNHZH, [2] D todo EXE L THEDERTHZDITK L. *
[1] TR odohR< THXE LTHILT %,
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RHUBEZDIENTT

MEREU (05H% - A5 HF) T EFEFAXNOE+FIRICLET,

BE - BE - PESOE. "o (BE). Tes Twi T&i @3
znzh ) ™y ™) T&) ORICBW: WY HFRBELHD
B/ (&) . Z0BERIOBEOREZERLEDE L THRSIU .

MR - EFRLEBAURBULMN2DOUEHZEE (ThiFEELT
WNIGY BEEBORAICE > TATED) F. BICHEFZDF. ®BBIC
() TRAUDFEHDZRL L. AT NFTDRAEFLERTH S,

B) BWIB1 [EI 3] &)
HWI B2 [EI 3] ()
Z481 (D)
Z14h82 (O

EOFFEANBHUBISHR LI WEEILD, (B RETEEDOR
AZER LT,
BhE - BhEhEA - BEHA LM TIEAVWSNAVERE. RWA\TTY ()
ZDIFTRELIC U,

B) —lc —9& —fc\ —’&E

BEICIGU. REUVBZRKRICE > TREKEALT, D@ TRUT,

(B1) &7 F[ER] © [EER] @ [FRE]
® [

FERRBUEICOVWTIE., BAREDEERSE - BEE%2. RHUEOER
(BHEOXDHNH 2 EEFZOXRADER) 1€ 0 KANTEIF .
CZICBITBESEICL THOHARBICLZRA - SWRRZHMZ &
[C&D. RODEBRRANDOSHKAT 7O—FHAJREICIE D,




RHUBICERENICT 2RENHZ & EF, REFRHL ZEE.
ZOHRE (bHDIK<VWHDDH) - XB - 5B - % - AR EHHEM
FUMEAULARNTENSLSIC U BRI ZORBULEZEOX A%
HETREIHHE0FMAUEERL TN,

REEAM - A

HEPRELCEBIIC, RELEZEOX - AZRETRRY 2BAICKRICILIORFAP GFEEFRE LU OE

ZAWCHD) - BEE. TZOMORAM &L TEF.

EEE - BRARR
.EH:.'L/ ’&ai’)@mm BRKR - BARRZEOXBE L, ZNIcHBHEE. DO TICB IS o
REBOHEFE (B OBEARE. BVWE) MENY255E. FTZheRBHRRE L ERKRICEF. BEI
J:DTFHWJ’«EHL;TCO RDHEFEEDREIDIE ; TRYI> o

EEEORT

HEELUTOEREIBU T, ROLSICTVIERUT,
x A2 SRR
* B> Y B
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MR
FRAIERD K S IR U T,

ol B BN
e =
jiZa &7 3 o—
- 5 B L B
ERE fthEDZA i R

BEEE - BRAKRR
) ®TOH3EEEA. B REDH BEIFBFATH 3.
@ FAIDS5, goon, getover D& SIC TEHFA+RIER I I3EIFAR) »541% MBEE T3,

o RBELTORE (RAICETEH0) EROLSERLL,

* [B] BEpFE -+ BIFE BRRELR L

[ftb] fhEH5A + BIFAEE feEFAE D TENEZ & %, BFFIRAE UTENE (O) ORIlcHEICH
Bh N3 (getover OgetO over DWIFNHT), 12U O MRZFADHE I
1811 get O over DA,

[B+] BEFA+RIER (+ BAVFE) | BMEIEIBROENETH 5.

Z M., DEFALUANAORATEH, MPEZLHSDOHMDIC<WbDE EHEED L S ICHiERRZE U,
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@ [CliE#z 51245 (countable). (U] IF#z 5L\ (uncountable) %7R9
MDFEICE > THEN RSN TWS EEE R, [URATH>TH, ZDEES
MElcgdeE ( fAEEHL D) MEEHD-; KRE) I [C)/WCRZHDIE Tchalk (%8 (C) )
EFRE LT,

@ 55 - ARICIE. BEICED. D) oR%ERL,.

(stative) ADEAOEETIY MO—/LTERVIRE - HKEEEKT,
(D] (dynamic) ADEAOEETIY NA—/ILTE B8 - HREEKRT,
2E—F - LR

BOFELNDHIY - G EE () TRY, BROBVERIEBICAVWSNS—KETH .
FREDIFRDELD -
TS - BPIEEEE

(E=) BWEESE-EULSE
&= KFITEEEEE-FEUEE
(®) B5E. FEICRLRFREL
(6:9)] B3
(BB
(%R
UNRRE
CK)
()
(o)

l]HII itk
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WBWBASERT -

Eie)

HIETTRERER D, AR

ERIDEEANBATE GRELZOROBEFFOWAIIC] IMH 2L MEIHELTND)

Y FEE - REDEEDER - i
(&) BEBR. FRne
- ~ZERK BREL
— REE - NiceB5E
X SORMICER S fo3eEh.

BELTEYLGRER (KEULTEDNEZEVWATH, BENEEIVZRL
50, AEAFBEE LU TEAVWRWANEHEBEDICMNZE DI IIHEEEH D)

AOEVA. EWRX

2] [Shak.]
(FafI=)

ZhenEE YA VAT OERICHKT 20 - BETHEIIEERT,

1Vhx=Y3Y
®mE

[ T
[ t5@

[\ TR LR
[ #5THE
[:] #F okt
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WBWBIRERT - L5

(FATR) | PAUAYTY RR—IL (315 SEAF () HEe
FYTINN | FoTVRYF v —F (2) Es (F) x) R
(=) E# () EL ) BER) BR (I%)
(FM) ENRI (#H=) HeF EH) avEa—%
() AR o) b5 (BFI) BFIY
(Z&E%) EES =) R (F) (&) B} (%)
(=) EES () EERNSER (A TR (I%)
il HEZ (1) B (%) (8) B - g%
(k) b () HhiE AvT] IRy R R—=)L
(&) S (1) i () ERES
(k1) (4= () IR (ZE%) EUES
(k) | ANYYS (AN58) N ) M (%) A
() B (T%) (€23 ¥ (Zo7) JOFRY Vb il
() U YT (E3) £ (F) CKk5E) KEE ®
(&) et (B) Boa (%) &) B RE
Cf) e (1) (a2 ) Pt
(F) S (E2%) HE (%) (#) EYE
() BE (B) (BHE) | BHES (#R) HE - HE
(&) HE () () 2 - HhEP (f@) wE (%)
&) e () =X (D) 00— %
(@ T¥.TI%¥ ) B Ga RIES

ZDENDRECOWTIFEBURWE T, Kicld "2 K EERUTRUTH S, @ [BE] =%F ().
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Notes on usage

In this part you will find many notes on various aspects of usage in English.

These notes are listed below according to the type of note.

Which word? (©)

These notes show the differences between
pairs of words that are often confused or
groups of words with similar meanings.
above / over

actual / current / present

affect / effect

afraid / frightened / scared

agenda / diary / schedule / timetable / itinerary
allow / let / permit

almost / nearly / practically

alone / lonely / lone

also / as well / too

although / even though / though / however
altogether / all together

answer / reply

around / round / about

as /like

ashamed / embarrassed

awake / awaken / wake up / waken

back - at the back / at the rear / behind

baggage / luggage

bath / bathe / swim / sunbathe

become / get / go / turn

begin / start

beside / besides

besides / apart from / except

big / large / great

blind / blindly

borrow / lend

break / recess / interval / intermission /
interlude / pause

British / English / Briton / Brit

[o]

[E]

calm / calmness

can / may

care —take care of / look after / care for

cause / reason / purpose

cautious / careful

change / alter / modify / vary

citizen / subject / national

classic / classical

close / shut

clothes / clothing

coast / shore / beach / seaside

compliment / complement

comprise / compose / consist of /
constitute / make up / include

condition / state

continuous / continual

country / state

court / law court / court of law

customer / client

deep / deeply

degree / certificate / diploma

disabled / handicapped

discover / invent / find out / learn / know
distrust / mistrust

double / dual

earth / floor / ground / soil / land

economic / economical

electric / electrical

employ / take on

enough / adequate / sufficient /
satisfactory / acceptable / will do

entrance / entry / admission

especially / specially

event / occurrence / incident / happening
exam / examination / test / quiz
expect / wait for / hope / look forward to

farther / further / farthest / furthest
fast / quick / rapid

firstly / first of all / at first

front —in front of / in the front of

good / goodness

happen / occur / take place

hard / hardly

hardly / scarcely / barely / no sooner

hate / hatred

healthy / well

help / aid / assist / attend / be present /
participate

high / tall

historic / historical

infer / imply
interested / interesting / uninterested /
disinterested / uninteresting

journey / travel / trip

landscape / scenery / countryside
last / take

lastly / at last

lawful / legal

lawyer / barrister / advocate / attorney / solicitor
light / lighting

long —(for) long / (for) a long time
loud / loudly / aloud

[
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many / a lot of / lots of
much / a lot of / lots of

naked / bare

narrow / thin

near / close

next / nearest

noise / sound

normal / usual / ordinary

old —older / elder
order / tell / instruct / command

partly / partially

peace / peacefulness

persuade / convince

place / space / room

possibility / occasion / opportunity / chance
price / cost / charge

quick / quickly / fast
quite / fairly / rather / pretty

real / true

reason / explanation / excuse / pretext / grounds
regretfully / regrettably

right / rightly

rise / raise

say / tell

Scottish / Scots / Scotch / Scot
sensible / sensitive

sensual / sensuous / sensory
shade / shadow

shout / cry / scream

sight / eyesight

sight / view

sign / signal

slow / slowly

small / little

soon / early / quickly

speak / talk

steal / rob / burgle / thief / robber / burglar

storey / floor

strength / force / power

student / pupil / undergraduate / graduate /
postgraduate

sure / certain

surely / certainly

tight / tightly

under / below / underneath / beneath
unsociable / antisocial / unsocial
used to / be used to

voucher / coupon / token

want / like / care (for sth/to do sth)

wear / carry / have on

wide / broad

worried / concerned / anxious / nervous /
excited

wrong / wrongly / wrongfully

Vocabulary building &
These notes help you to choose more
interesting and varied words to use and so
increase your vocabulary.

about —ways of saying "approximately’
bad and very bad
a bar of chocolate

body —actions expressing emotions
break —verbs for ways of breaking things

cry —verbs for ways of crying

IE do —household jobs: do or make?

face —expressions on your face
fat

good and very good

hand —verbs for ways of using your hands
obs and employment —nouns

laugh —verbs for ways of laughing

learn —verbs for learning

look —verbs for ways of looking

IE nice and very nice

@ object —nouns you can use for objects

IE‘ piece —words for pieces of things

see —verbs for ways of seeing
smell —adjectives and nouns

each and teachers —verbs and nouns

thing —other words you can use

walk —verbs for ways of walking
weather —nouns for types of weather
work —nouns
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Grammar point []

These notes help make clear points of
grammar that often cause problems.

- avenge / revenge
can / could / be able to / manage

dare
depend on

each / every
enjoy

half / whole / quarter
[1] it/ whether
kind / sort
late / lately

likely

modal verbs
must / have (got) to / don’t have to /
must not

need
neither / either
none of

@ one / ones

per cent —expressing percentages
proportion

school
shall / will

should / ought / had better
should / would
sit
staff
used to
very / very much
well
W whom
wish

British/American HE

These notes explain differences between
British and American usage.

already / just / yet
bit —a bit / a little

college / university
course / program

bl =] ]

different from / to / than
floor
have —have you got? / do you have?

holiday / vacation
hospital

E e

inclusive / through

=

More about

phone / call / ring
platform / track

post / mail

presently

purse / handbag / wallet

rent / hire / let
rubbish / garbage / trash / refuse

school —in/at school
sea / ocean

toilet / bathroom

underground / subway / metro / tube

woR

These notes give you more information
about an aspect of life or language in Britain

and

America and show you the correct

words to use.

[H]
[R]

America
course —ways of saying ‘of course’

gender —ways of talking about men
and women

hello —greetings
meals
names and titles
roads
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Word family Which word?

able / ability / daisabled / disability These notes show the differences between pairs of words that are
accuse / accusation / assusing / assusatory / assused often confused or groups of words with similar meanings.
ally / allied / allisance

clear / clarity / clarify

conceive / concept / conception / conceivable / inconceivable / conceptual

WHICH WORD? @
deceive / deceit / deceitful / deception / deceptive above / over
gzgcie/dec's'on/dec's've/undec'ded Above and over can both be used to describe a position
deny / denial / undeniable higher than something: Tll'tey built a new room above/over lthe
destroy / destroyer / destruction / destructive / indestructible garage. When you are talking about movement from one side
discreet / discreet / discretion of something to the other, you can only use over: They
divide / division / divisive Jjumped over the stream. Over can also mean ‘covering’: He

. . . put a blanket over the sleeping child.
explain / explanation / explanatory / explicable

explode / explosion / explosive / unexploded Above and over can also mean ‘more than’. Above is used in
relation to a minimum level or a fixed point: 2000 feet above

fat / fatty / fatten / fattening. sea level O Temperatures will not rise above zero tonight.

force / forceful / forced. / forcible / enforce
Over is used with numbers, ages, money and time: He’s over

. grateful / gratitude 50. Olt costs over £100. OWe waited over 2 hours.

inhabit / habitable / uninhabited.inhabitant / habitation
intend / intended / intention / intentional

WHICH WORD? @
a marry / marriage / married / marital actual / current / present
Z El perceive / perception / perceptive / perceptible Actual does not mean current or present. It means ‘real’
pity / pitiful / pitiless / pitiable / piteous or ‘exac’: I need the actual figures, not an estimate.
&% produce / producer / production / productive . . .
pronounce / pronunciation / unpronounceable / mispronounce Preser?t - ‘existing or happening now': How long have you
prove / proof / proven been in your present job?
IE‘ rely / reliable / reliability / reliance Current also means ‘exlistirjg or happening now’, but can
repeat / repeatable / repeated / repetition / repetitive / repetitious suggest that the situation is temporary: The factory cannot

continue its current level of production.
stable / stability / stabilize .
Y Actually does not mean ‘at the present time’. Use

currently, at present or at the moment instead.
wit / witty / witticism / outwit =>note at PRESENTLY

true / truth / truthful / truly / truism

121



WHICH WORD? @
affect / effect

WHICH WORD? @
agenda / diary / schedule / timetable / itinerary

affect verb = ‘to have an influence on sb/sth’.
Does television affect children’s behaviour? It is not a noun.

effect noun = ‘result, influence’. Does television have an
effect on children’s behaviour?

effect verb is formal and means ‘to achieve or produce’.

WHICH WORD? @
afraid / frightened / scared

Be afraid/frightened/scared all mean that you feel fear:
I've never been so frightened in my life!

Scared is very common in informal speech and is often
used to describe small fears: Dad was driving very fast and
we were a bit scared. Afraid is more formal and less
common.

+ of afraid/frightened/scared of sb/sth means that you
feel fear when you see or experience something: I'm
afraid of snakes.

+ for afraid/frightened/scared for sb/sth means that you
are worried that something unpleasant may happen to
somebody: I was frightened for his safety.

Sometimes about is used with frightened and scared, but
not with afraid: I'm scared about going to the city again.
You can use very, a bit, too, etc. with frightened and
scared, but not with afraid.

+ noun a frightened/scared child. You cannot use afraid in
front of a noun.

A book with a space for each day where you write down
things that you have to do in the future is called a diary
or a datebook (AmE) (not an agenda). You may also have
a calendar on your desk or hanging up in your room,
where you write down your appointments. A diary or a
journal is also the record that some people keep of what
has happened during the day: the Diary of Anne Frank.

In BrE your schedule is a plan that lists all the work that
you have to do and when you must do each thing and a
timetable is a list showing the fixed times at which
events will happen: a bus/train timetable. In AmE these are
both called a schedule.

An itinerary is a plan of a journey, including the route and
the places you visit.

WHICH WORD? @
allow / let / permit

Let is the least formal and the most common of these
verbs in spoken English. It is followed by an object and an
infinitive without ‘to’, and is often used to give orders:
Let James sit there.ODon't let me forget there’s a cake in
the oven. >My father won't let me go out tonight. Let is not
used in the passive.

Allow is more formal than let and is more common in
writing. Permit is the most formal and is used in official or
technical written language.Both words can be followed by
an object and a ‘to’ infinitive and are both often used in
the passive: I'm not allowed to smoke in the house. Some
parents allow their children to do whatever they like.
Photography is not permitted in the gallery. < Customers are
permitted to use the car park.
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WHICH WORD? @
almost / nearly / practically

WHICH WORD? @
alone / lonely / lone

These three words have similar meanings and are used
frequently with the following words:

almost ~ certainly, all, every, entirely, impossible, empty
nearly ~ (numbers), all, always, every, finished, died
practically ~ all, every, no, nothing, impossible, anything

They are used in positive sentences: She almost / nearly /
practically missed her train. They can be used before
words like all, every and everybody: Nearly all the students
have bikes. OI've got practically every CD they’ve made.
Practically is used more in spoken than in written
English. Nearly is the most common with numbers:
There were nearly 200 people at the meeting. They can also
be used in negative sentences but it is more common to
make a positive sentence with only just: We only just
got there in time. (or :We almost / nearly didn't get there in
time.)

Almost and practically can be used before words like any,
anybody, anything, etc.: I'll eat almost anything. You can
also use them before no, nobody, never, etc. but it is much
more common to use hardly or scarcely with any,
anybody, ever, etc.: She’s hardly ever in. (or :She’s almost
never in.)

Almost can be used when you are saying that one thing is
similar to another: The boat looked almost like a toy.

In BrE you can use very and so before nearly: He was very
nearly caught.

=note at HARDLY

Alone, and on your own, by yourself, which are less
formal and are the normal phrases used in spoken
English, describe a person or thing that is separate from
others. They do not mean that the person is unhappy: 7
like being alone in the house. I'm going to London by
myself next week. <>I want to finish this on my own (=
without anyone’s help).

Lone/solitary/single mean that there is only one person or
thing there; lone and solitary may sometimes suggest
that the speaker thinks the person involved is lonely: a
lone jogger in the park <>long, solitary walks.

Lonely (AmE also lonesome) means that you are alone and
sad: Oa lonely child <>Sam was very lonely when he first
moved to New York. It can also describe places or
activities that make you feel lonely: <a lonely house.

WHICH WORD? @
also / as well / too

123

Also is more formal than as well and too, and it usually
comes before the main verb or after be: I went to New
York last year, and I also spent some time in Washington. In
BrE it is not usually used at the end of a sentence. Too is
much more common in spoken and informal English. It is
usually used at the end of a sentence: ‘I'm going home
now.” ‘I'll come too.”. In BrE as well is used like too, but
in AmE it sounds formal or old-fashioned.

When you want to add a second negative point in a
negative sentence, use not...either: She hasn’t phoned and
she hasn’t written either. If you are adding a negative point
to a positive one, you can use not---as well/too: You
can have a burger, but you can’t have fries as well.




WHICH WORD? @
although / even though / though / however

WHICH WORD? @
answer / reply

You can use these words to show contrast between two
clauses or two sentences. Though is used more in
spoken English than in written. You can use although,
even though and though at the beginning of a sentence
or clause that has a verb. Notice where the commas go:
Although | Even though | Though everyone played well, we
lost the game.>OWe lost the game, although | even though /
though everyone played well.

You cannot use even on its own at the beginning of a
sentence or clause instead of although, even though or
though—Even-everyoneplayed-wetlwelosttheganre—

Although and though can also mean ‘but’, like however,
which is more formal. They cannot all go in the same place in
a sentence. Notice where the commas go: Everyone played
well. However, we still lost the game | We still lost the game,
however.Everyone played well. It should not be forgotten,
however, that we still lost the game.>Everyone played well,
although / though we still lost the game.<>Everyone played
well. We still lost the game, though. Note that you cannot use
however in a sentence that begtns with although, though or
even though.:

Verbs

Answer and reply are the most common verbs used for
speaking or writing as a reaction to a question, letter, etc.

Note that you answer a person, question or letter, not
answer to them, but you reply to somebody or something:
I'm writing to answer to your questzons OI'm writing to
reply to }aur questions. OF

Although answer can be used with an object, it often
sounds more natural without one: I knocked on the door but
nobody answered. Reply is often used with the actual
words spoken: ‘I won't let you down, he replied.

Respond is less common and more formal: The directors
were unwilling to respond to questions.

You can only answer a door or a phone.

—see also REJOIN, RETORT

Nouns

Note the phrases in answer to and in reply to: I'm writing
in answer to your letter.

—see also RESPONSE, REJOINDER, RETORT

WHICH WORD? @
around /round / about

WHICH WORD? @
altogether / all together

Altogether and all together do not mean the same thing.
Altogether means ‘in total’ or (inBrg) ‘completely’: We
have invited fifty people altogether. I am not altogether
convinced by this argument.

All together means ‘all in one place’ or ‘all at once’: Can
you put your books all together in this box? <Let’s sing
‘Happy Birthday’. All together now!

Around and round can often be used with the same meaning in
BrE, though around is more formal: The earth goes round/around
the sun. OThey live round/around the corner. OWe travelled round
Jaround India. <>She turned round/around when I came in. \n AmE
only around can be used in these meanings.

Around, round and about can also sometimes be used with the
same meaning in BrE: The kids were running around/round/about
outside. OI've been waiting around/round/about to see her all day.
In AmE only around can be used in these meanings. About or
around can be used in both BrE and AmE to mean
‘approximately’ : We left around/about 8 o’clock.
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WHICH WORD? @
as / like

WHICH WORD? @
awake /awaken / wake up / waken

You can use both as and like to say that things are similar.

Like is a preposition and is used before nouns and
pronouns: He has blue eyes like me.

As is a conjunction and an adverb and is used before a
clause, another adverb or a clause beginning with a
preposition: She enjoys all kinds of music, as I do. Repeat
these five steps, as in the last exercise.

In informal English like is frequently used as a conjunction
or an adverb instead of as: Nobody understands him like 1
do. 1 don’t want to upset him again like before. It is also
used instead of as if OIt looks like we’re going to be late.
These uses of like are common but are not considered
correct in formal written English.

You will find more help on the use of as and like in the
entries for particular verbs, such as act, behave, etc.

Wake (up) is the most common of these verbs. It can
mean somebody has finished sleeping: What time do you
usually wake up? or that somebody or something has
disturbed your sleep: The children woke me up. I was
woken (up) by the telephone.

The verb awake is usually only used in writing and in the
past tense awoke: She awoke to a day of brilliant
sunshine. Waken and awaken are much more formal.
Awaken is used especially in literature: <The Prince
awakened Sleeping Beauty with a kiss.

Awake is also an adjective: I was awake half the night
worrying. <>Is the baby awake yet? Waking is not used in
this way.

Look also at ASLEEP and the verb SLEEP.

WHICH WORD? @
ashamed / embarrassed

WHICH WORD? @
back / atthe back / at the rear / behind

You feel ashamed when you feel guilty because of
something wrong that you have deliberately done: You
should be ashamed of treating your daughter like that. Do
not use ashamed when you are talking about something
that is not very serious or important: I am sorry that I
forgot to buy the milk. < S

the-nithk-

You feel embarrassed when you have made a mistake or
done something stupid or feel awkward in front of other
people: I was embarrassed about forgetting his name.
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At the back and at the rear have a similar meaning, but
at the rear is used more in formal or official language:
What’s that at the back of the fridge? {>Smoking is only
allowed at the rear of the aircraft. It is more usual to
talk about the back door of a house but the rear exit
of an aircraft or public building. If something is behind
something else it is near to the back of it but not part
of it. Compare: Our room was at the back of the hotel.
and There’s a lovely wood just behind our hotel.




WHICH WORD? @
baggage /luggage

Luggage is the usual word in BrE, but baggage is also
used, especially in the context of the bags and cases that
passengers take on a flight. In AmE baggage is usually
used.

Both these words are uncountable nouns: Do you have a
lot of luggage? >Two pieces of luggage have gone missing.
ONever leave baggage unattended.

WHICH WORD? @
become / get/ go / turn

WHICH WORD? @
bath / bathe / swim / sunbathe

When you wash yourself you can say that you bath (BrE) or
bathe (AmE), but it is much more common to say have a
bath (BrE) or take a bath (AmE).

You can also bath (BrE) or bathe (AmE) another person,
for example a baby.

You bathe a part of your body, especially to clean a wound.

When you go swimming it is old-fashioned to say that you
bathe, and you cannot say that you bath or take a
bath. It is more common to swim, go for a swim, have
a swim or go swimming: Let’s go for a quick swim in
the pool. {OShe goes swimming every morning before
breakfast. What you wear for this activity is usually
called a swimming costume in BrE and a bathing suit
in AmE.

When you lie in the sun in order to go brown you sunbathe.
They spent the day sunbathing and swimming. < take—e

These verbs are used frequently with the following adjectives:
become ~ involved, clear, accustomed, pregnant, extinct, famous, il
get ~ used to, better, worse, pregnant, tired, angry, dark

go ~ wrong, right, bad, white, crazy, bald, blind

turn ~ blue, sour, bad, red, cold

Become is more formal than get. Both describe changes in

people’s emotional or physical state,or natural or social
changes.

Go is usually used for negative changes.
Go and turn are both used for changes of colour.
Turn is also used for changes in the weather.

WHICH WORD? @
begin / start

There is not much difference in meaning between begin and
start, though start is more common in spoken English:
What time does the concert start /begin? {>She started/began
working here three months ago. Begin is often used when you
are describing a series of events: The story begins on the
island of Corfu. Start, but not begin, can also mean ‘to start
a journey’, ‘to start something happening’ or ‘to start a
machine working’: We’ll need to start at 7.00. >Who do you
think started the fire? <The car won't start.

You can use either an infinitive or a form with - ing after begin
and start, with no difference in meaning: I didn'’t start
worrying / to worry until she was 2 hours late.

After the forms beginning and starting, the -ing form of the
verb is not normally used: It’s starting /beginning to rain.
CIes starting! beginning raining.

- see also COMMENCE

126

|



WHICH WORD?

beside / besides @

WHICH WORD?
big / large / great

®

The preposition beside usually means ‘next to something /
somebody’ or ‘at the side of something / somebody’:
Sit here beside me. Besides means ‘in addition to something’:
What other sports do you play besides hockey? Do not use
beside with this meaning.

The adverb besides is not usually used on its own with the
same meaning as the preposition. It is mainly used to give
another reason or argument for something: I don’t think
I’'ll come on Saturday. <>I have a lot of work to do. Besides, I
don’t really like parties. £ L :

WHICH WORD?
besides / apart from / except

®

wrau Il

The preposition besides means ‘in addition to’: What other
sports do you like besides football? You use except when
you mention the only thing that is not included in a
statement: [ like all sports except football. You can use
apart from with both these meanings: What other sports
do you like apart from football? I like all sports apart
from football.

=note at BESIDE

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:

big ~ man, house, car, boy, dog, smile, problem, surprise,
question, difference

large ~numbers, part, area, room, company, eyes, family,
volume, population, problem

great ~ success, majority, interest, importance, difficulty,
problem, pleasure, beauty, artist, surprise

Large is more formal than big and should be used in
writing unless it is in an informal style. It is not usually
used to describe people, except to avoid saying ‘fat’.

Great often suggests quality and not just size. Note also
the phrases: a large amount of $a large number of <a large
quantity of <a great deal of in great detail <a person of
great age.

WHICH WORD?

blind / blindly @
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There are two adverbs that come from the adjective blind.
Blindly means ‘not being able to see what you are doing’
or ‘not thinking about something’. The adverb blind is
mainly used in the context of flying and means ‘without
being able to see’, ‘using instruments only’.




WHICH WORD? @
borrow / lend

WHICH WORD? @
British / English / Briton / Brit

These two words are often confused. You borrow
something from someone else, while they lend it to you:
Can I borrow your pen? <>Can I borrow a pen from you?
OHere, I’ll lend you my pen.

WHICH WORD? @
break /recess /interval /intermission /

interlude / pause

All these words mean the short time when an activity stops
before it starts again, but they are used in different situations.

A break is a rest during the working day: a lunch / coffee
break OI'm exhausted - I need a break.

At school, children have break [U] (BrE) or recess [U] (AmE):
Come and see me at break/recess.

Recess is also the time when Parliament or Congress is
officially not working, or when work stops in a court of law.

An interval (BrE) or intermission [C,U] (AmE) is the period
between the parts of a play, concert, etc.: We had a quick
drink in the interval.

An interlude may be a short space of time between the
parts of a play, etc., or a period of time during a longer
activity when something different happens: Her time in
Paris was a happy interlude in a difficult career.

Pause is often applied to speech: a pause for breath <
After a pause, she said ‘Yes’.

There is no noun which is commonly used to refer to the
people of Britain. Instead the adjective British is used:
She’s British. OThe British have a very odd sense of
humour. The adjective English refers only to people from
England, not the rest of the United Kingdom.

The noun Briton is used mainly in newspapers: The
survivors of the avalanche included 12 Britons. It also
describes the early inhabitants of Britain: the ancient
Britons. Brit is informal and can sound negative. Britisher
is now very old-fashioned.

=note at SCOTTISH

WHICH WORD? @
calm / calmness

The noun calm is usually used to talk about a peaceful
time or situation: There was a short period of uneasy calm
after the riot. It can also be used to describe a person’s
manner: She spoke with icy calm.Calmness is usually used
to talk about a person: We admired his calmness under
pressure.

128

A |



wrau I

WHICH WORD? ®
can / may

WHICH WORD? @
cause /reason / purpose

Can and cannot (or can’t) are the most common words used
for asking for, giving or refusing permission: Can I borrow your
calculator? OYou can come with us if you want to. OYou can’t
park your car there.

May (negative may not) is used as a polite and fairly formal way
to ask for or give permission: May I borrow your newspaper?<>
You may come if you wish. It is often used in official signs and
rules: Visitors may use the swimming pool between 7 a.m.
and 7 p.m. OStudents may not use the college car park. The
form mayn’t is almost never used in modern English.

The cause of something is what makes it happen: We do not
yet know the cause of the accident.

A reason explains something: He has given no reasons for
his decision. OThere are several reasons why this is my
favourite book. You talk about the reason for (not the
reason of) something, but the cause of (not the cause
for) something.

The purpose of something you do is the reason for doing
it, the thing that you hope to achieve: The purpose of the
trip is to raise funds for the election campaign.

WHICH WORD? @
care / take care of / look after / care for

You can take care of or, especially in BrE, look after
someone who is very young, very old, or sick, or
something that needs keeping in good condition: We’ve
asked my mother to take care ofllook after the kids while
we’re away.>You can borrow my camera if you promise to
take care of/look after it.

In more formal language you can also care for someone:
She does some voluntary work, caring for the elderly, but
care for is more commonly used to mean ‘like”: I don't
really care for spicy food.

WHICH WORD? @
cautious / careful
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A cautious person is nervous that something may be
dangerous or unwise, so they only do it very slowly or
after a lot of thought. (opposite = rash)

A careful person is not nervous but does take extra care to
make sure that everything is correct or nothing goes
wrong. (opposite = careless)

People are now more cautious about buying luxuries. I
should be very careful not to annoy her.

Notice also:
Be careful | Take care when you drive on icy roads.

Caution /| Warning - thin ice.




WHICH WORD? @
change / alter / modify / vary

WHICH WORD? @
classic / classical

Change has the most general use and describes any act of
making something different: Marriage has changed her.$
The rules are always being changed.

Alter can be used instead of change, especially when you
are talking about the differences between one time and
another. It can sound more formal: Marriage has altered
her. OThe rules are always being altered.

You also alter something by making a difference in its
appearance, character or use: Some of my old dresses will
have to be altered to fit me now. You cannot use change here.

Modify is more formal than change and suggests making
something more suitable for a particular situation: Adults
often modify their language when talking to young children.
It is also the word you use when you are talking about
making changes to the design of something: The design of
the car has been modified for racing.

Vary describes something that changes often, especially

so that it remains interesting and effective: I think you
need to vary your diet a little more.

Change, alter and vary can also be used without an object:
You never change / alter.>Opinions on this vary quite a lot.

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
classic ~ example, case, novel, work, car
classical ~ music, ballet, architecture, scholar, period

Classic describes something that is accepted as being of
very high quality and one of the best of its kind: a classic
movie / work. It is also used to describe a typical example
of something: a classic example /| mistake, or something
elegant but simple and traditional: classic design.

Classical describes a form of traditional Western music
and other things that are traditional in style: a classical
composer >a classical theory. It is also used to talk about
things that are connected with the culture of Ancient Greece
and Rome: a classical scholar <>classical mythology.

WHICH WORD? @
close /shut

WHICH WORD? @
citizen / subject / national

These words all mean a person who has the rights given by
a country or state to its people, for example the rights to vote
and to live there permanently. Citizen is the most general word:
American citizens living and working abroad After living in
France for years, she eventually became a French citizen. Subject
can be used when the state is ruled by a king or queen: a British
subject. National is most often used when somebody is living in
another country: diplomats and foreign nationals.

You can close and shut doors, windows, your eyes, mouth, etc.

Shut can suggest more noise and is often found in phrases such
as slammed shut, banged shut, snapped shut.

Shut is also usually used for containers such as boxes, suitcases, etc.

To talk about the time when shops, offices, etc. are not open,
use close or shut: What time do the banks close/shut? A
strike has shut the factory. You can also use closed or shut
(AmE usually closed): The store is closed/shut today. Especially
in AmE, shut can sound less polite.

Closed is used in front of a noun, but shut is not: a closed
window.

We usually use closed about roads, airports, etc.: The road
is closed because of the snow.

Close is also used in formal English to talk about ending a
meeting or conversation.
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WHICH WORD? @
clothes / clothing

WHICH WORD? @
compliment / complement

You use clothes [pl] to talk about the things that you wear:
I'll just put on some clean clothes. You use clothing [U] to
talk about clothes in general or a particular type of
clothes: the clothing industry protective clothing.

Note that there is no singular form of clothes. You can,
however, talk about a piece / an item / an article of
clothing. Note also the expression: I haven’t got anything
to wear (= any suitable clothes) for the party tonight.

=note at WEAR

These words have similar spellings but completely different
meanings. If you compliment someone, you say something
very nice to them: She complimented me on my English. If
one thing complements another, the two things work or
look better because they are together: The different
flavours complement each other perfectly.

The adjectives are also often confused.

Complimentary: She made some very complimentary remarks
about my English. It can also mean ‘free’ OThere was a
complimentary basket of fruit in our room. Complementary:
The team members have different but complementary skills.

WHICH WORD? @
coast /shore / beach / seaside

The coast is usually a long stretch of land next to the sea,
for example the part of a country that is next to the sea:
We live on the coast.

The shore is the land at the edge of the sea or a Lake: We
camped on the north shore of lake Michigan. > The survivors
swam to shore.

The beach is the part of the shore which is often covered
with sand and is where people go to enjoy themselves or
to relax: We went for a walk along the beach. <> She took the
kids to the beach for the day.

In BrE, the seaside is sometimes used to mean an area on
the coast where people go on holiday / vacation, but sea
is now much more common for this. In both BrE and AmE
seaside can be used in front of a noun: a seaside resort.

WHICH WORD?
comprise / compose / consist of / constitute /
make up / include
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When you want to mention the different parts that
something is formed from, you can say that something
comprises, consists of, is composed of or is made up
of a number of different things: The committee comprises /
consists of two lawyers, two journalists and a teacher. You
can also say is comprised of, though this use is often
avoided in written English. It is not correct to use
comprises of or is composed by / from.

When you mention first all the parts that together form the
whole, constitute, compose and make up are used.
Two lawyers, two journalists and a head teacher compose /
constitute the committee. Comprise can be used in this way
but is less common.

You use include if you only mention some of the parts:
The committee includes two lawyers.

These verbs are not used in the progressive tenses.




WHICH WORD? @
condition / state

WHICH WORD? @
country / state

The following adjectives are frequently used with these nouns:

~ condition good, excellent, physical, poor, human,
perfect, no. better

~ state present, current, mental, solid, no, emotional,
physical, natural

State is a more general word than condition and is used
for the condition that something is in at a particular time.
It can be used without an adjective: the present state of
medical knowledge <>We’re worried about his mental state.
OWhat a state this room is in (= very bad).

Condition is used with an adjective and refers especially to

the appearance, quality or working order of somebody or
something: The car is in excellent condition.

Country is the most usual, neutral word for a geographical
area that has or used to have its own government.

State emphasizes the political organization of an area
under an independent government. Especially in BrE, it
can also mean the government: the member states of the
EU OThe state provides free education. In AmE the state
usually refers to one of the 50 states of the US, not to the
government of the country as a whole.

WHICH WORD? ®
court / law court / court of law

WHICH WORD? @
continuous / continual

All these words can be used to refer to a place where legal
trials take place. Court and (formal) court of law usually
refer to the actual room where cases are judged.
Courtroom is also used for this. Law court (BrE) is more
often used to refer to the building: The prison is opposite
the law court. Courthouse is used for this in AmE.

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
continuous ~ process, employment, flow, line, speech, supply
continual ~ change, problems, updating, questions, pain, fear
Continuous describes something that continues without stopping.
Continual usually describes an action that is repeated again and again.

The difference between these two words is now disappearing.
In particular, continual can also mean the same as
continuous and is used especially about undesirable
things: Life was a continual struggle for them. However,
continuous is much more frequent in this sense.

WHICH WORD? @
customer / client

A customer is someone who buys goods or services from
a shop / store or business, or who uses a bank. A client
pays to use the services or advice of a professional
person, such as a lawyer or designer, or an organization.

Customer is increasingly being used now instead of other
words such as ‘passenger’ to suggest that the passenger,
etc. has more power or choice than they used to.
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WHICH WORD? @
deep / deeply

WHICH WORD? @
disabled / handicapped

The adverbs deep and deeply can both mean ‘a long way
down or into something’. Deep can only mean this and is
more common than deeply in this sense. It is usually
followed by a word like into or below: We decided to go
deeper into the jungle.

Deeply usually means ‘very much’: deeply in loveldeeply
shocked. You can use deep down (but not deeply) to talk
about a person'’s real nature: She can seem stern, but deep
down she’s a very kind person. She—ean—se S 5

d
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WHICH WORD? @
degree / certificate / diploma

A degree is usually the qualification that you get by
completing a course of study at a college or university: a
bachelor’s degree I got my degree in 1987. In BrE it can
also mean the course itself: She’s doing a physics degree.

Diploma and certificate are both words for official
documents that show you have done or achieved
something. Diploma is used for degrees and other
courses of study but certificate can be more general: a
High School diploma <a degree certificate a certificate of
attendance <>a swimming certificate.

In BrE the qualification or course of study can also be

called a diploma or a certificate: a rwo-year diploma
course OI'm studying for the First Certificate in English.

Disabled is the most generally accepted term to refer to
people with a permanent illness or injury that makes it
difficult for them to use part of their body completely or
easily. Handicapped is slightly old-fashioned and many
people now think it is offensive. People also now prefer to
use the word disability rather than handicap. The
expression disabled people is often preferred to the
disabled because it sounds more personal.

Disabled and disability can be used with other words to
talk about a mental condition: mentally disabled>learning
disabilities.

If somebody’s ability to hear, speak or see has been
damaged but not destroyed completely, they have
impaired hearing / speech / sight (or vision). They can
be described as visually / hearing impaired or partially
sighted: The museum has special facilities for blind and
partially sighted visitors.
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WHICH WORD? @
discover /invent / find out / learn / know

WHICH WORD? @
double / dual

If you invent something, you make or design something
that did not exist before.

If you discover something, you find something that already
exists or learn about it for the first time, before anyone
else does: Who discovered America?

You can also discover a piece of information that other
people knew but you didn’t: When did you discover that
she’s married?

If you learn something, you come to know it by study or
enquiry: learning new vocabulary.

You can find something out either by chance or by study
or enquiry: When did you find out that she’s married?

If you know something, you have that knowledge or
information in your mind: I couldn’t find out what the word
meant as it wasn’t in my dictionary, but John told me, so now
I know it.

WHICH WORD? @
distrust / mistrust

There is very little difference between these two words, but
distrust is more common and perhaps slightly stronger. If
you are sure that someone is acting dishonestly or cannot
be relied on, you are more likely to say that you distrust
them. If you are expressing doubts and suspicions, on the
other hand, you would probably use mistrust.

These adjectives are frequently used with the following
nouns:

double ~ bed, doors, figures, standards, thickness

dual ~ purpose, function, role, approach, citizenship

Dual describes something that has two parts, uses or
aspects.

Double can be used with a similar meaning, but when it is
used to describe something that has two parts, the two
parts are usually the same or very similar.

Double, but not dual, can describe something that is
made for two people or things or is twice as big as usual.

WHICH WORD? @
earth / floor / ground / soil / land

To talk about our planet, use the earth.

For the surface of the earth that is not the sea or the sky,

use earth, land or ground: The parachute floated gently
down to earth. OWe did not see land again until the ship
reached Australia. <a plane 2 500 feet above the ground.

For the hard surface you walk on, use ground outside and
floor inside: He flung his bike to the ground and rushed
inside. OHer clothes were just lying on the floor.

Trees and plants grow in soil, earth (BrE), or dirt(AmkE):
These plants prefer alkaline soil. OWe filled a few trays
with earth/dirt and planted the seeds. What you buy in bags
to put your plants or seeds in is usually called compost or
soil. Ground is an area of soil: Ofertile/soft ground a
piece of ground where the kids play.
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WHICH WORD? @
economic / economical

WHICH WORD @
employ / take on

Economic means ‘connected with the economy of a
country or an area, or with the money that a society or an
individual has’: the government's economic policy the
economic aspects of having children.

- see also ECONOMY 1

Economical means ‘spending money or using something
in a careful way that avoids waste’: It is usually economical
to buy washing powder in large quantities.

- see also ECONOMY 3

If a company employs a person, he or she is working on
the staff of the company or is paid to do some work for
them: The company employs 1200 people. <>He was
employed as an electrician at the shipyard.

In BrE you can also say that a company takes someone on
when the company starts to employ them: Business has
been so good that we've had to take on more staff. In AmE
the word hire would be used.

WHICH WORD? @
electric / electrical

WHICH WORD @
enough / adequate / sufficient / satisfactory /
acceptable / will do

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
electric ~ light, guitar, drill, chair, shock
electrical ~ equipment, wiring, signal, engineer, shock

Electric is usually used to describe something that uses or
produces electricity. You use electrical with more general
nouns such as equipment and wiring and things that are
concerned with electricity: an electrical fault. However, the
distinction is not always so clear now: an electric /
electrical company <an electric/ electrical current >an
electric / electrical shock.
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Enough is the usual word that you use to say that you

have as much as you need of something: Five copies
should be enough.ODo you have enough money?<>We
haven’t got enough time.

Adequate and sufficient have the same meaning but are
very formal. In informal English you can use will do: Can
you lend me some money? Ten pounds will do.

If you are talking about the quality of something, you can
say that it is good enough: Is the light good enough to take
photos? In formal language you can also say that it is
adequate, satisfactory or acceptable. These words on
their own may suggest that something is only just good
enough and could be better. Compare: This piece of work is
satisfactory and This piece of work is very satisfactory.

In informal English you can use will do, but it can also mean
‘only just’: Will this do? <>It isn't very good but it’ll do.




WHICH WORD? @
entrance / entry / admission

WHICH WORD? @
event / occurrence / incident / happening

Both entrance and entry can be used to mean the act of
going into a room or building: She looked up at the sound
of my entrance / entry.

Entrance, entry and admission all mean the right to enter
a place: We were refused entrance/entry/admission.

Entrance, entry and admission are also used for the right
to join a club, an institution or a group: an entrance exam <>
entry requirements >selecting students for admission.

The physical way in to a building is an entrance (AmE also
entryway): I'll meet you at the entrance.

WHICH WORD? @
especially / specially

Especially usually means ‘particularly’: She loves all sports,
especially swimming. It is not p\aced first \n a sentence 1
especially like sweet things.  Es

Specially usually means ‘for a particular purpose’ and is
often followed by a past participle, such as designed,
developed or made: a course specially designed to meet
your needs She has her clothes specially made in Paris.

In BrE, especially and specially are often used in the
same way and it can be hard to hear the difference when
people speak. Specially is less formal: I bought this
especially/specially for you. It is especially/specially
important to remember this.

The adjective for both especially and specially is usually
special.

All these words describe something that happens.

An event is often something important or interesting: 1'll
never forget the terrible events of that summer. It can refer
to something such as a concert, festival or sports
competition: The tourist guide lists the major events in the
town throughout the year.

Occurrence is a formal word and is usually used, with
words like common or rare, to talk about how often
something happens: Divorce has become a common
occurrence in this country.

An incident is often something not very important but that
you remember because it is unusual or unpleasant: The
movie is based on a real-life incident. It can also refer to a
crime or an accident: The police reported several thefts and
one violent incident.

Happening is used to describe something unusual or
strange: strange happenings in the town.

WHICH WORD? @
exam / examination / test / quiz

Exam is the usual word for a written, spoken or practical
test at school or college, especially an important one that
you need to do in order to get a qualification.
Examination is a very formal word. A test is something
that students might be given in addition to, or sometimes
instead of, regular exams, to see how much they have
learned. A very short informal test is called a quiz in AmE.
Quiz in both AmE and BrE also means a contest in which
people try to answer question: a trivia quiz >a quiz show.
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WHICH WORD? ®
expect / wait for / hope / look forward to

WHICH WORD? ®
fast / quick / rapid

If you expect something, you think that it will or is likely to
happen: I'm expecting him to arrive soon. If you wait for sth, you
stay somewhere or pass the time until something happens: I'm
waiting for him to arrive. Waiting describes what you are doing,
usually for a short time, until something happens: <>I'll wait for
you outside the hotel. OFHweaityou-outsidethehotel: O How long
have you been waiting to see the dentist?

Expecting suggests that you think something will happen
in the future: The fall in profits had been expected. We
weren’t expecting it to rain.

You use hope, not expect, to say that you want something
to happen: | hope you will have a good party. Of-expeet
youwit-havedgood party—

You use look forward to when you are feeling happy and
excited about something that you expect to happen: I'm
looking forward to your visit. At the end of a letter, use
look forward to, not expect: I look forward to your reply.

OlLexpeetyourreply-

WHICH WORD? @
farther / further / farthest / furthest

These are the comparative and superlative forms of far.

To talk about distance, use either farther, farthest or further,
furthest. In BrE, further, furthest are the most common forms
and in AmE, further and farthest: I have to travel
further/farther to work now.

To talk about the degree or extent of something, further/furthest
are usually preferred : Let’s consider this point further.

Further, but not farther, can also mean ‘more’ or ‘additional’: Are
there any further questions? This sounds very formal in AmE.

These adjectives are frequently used with the following
nouns:

fast ~ car, train, bowler, grower, pace, lane

quick ~ glance, look, reply, decision, method, way

rapid ~ change, growth,
development

Fast is used especially to describe a person or thing that
moves or is able to move at great speed.

increase, decline, progress,

Quick is more often used to describe something that is
done in a short time or without delay.

Rapid, swift and speedy are more formal words.
Rapid is most commonly used to describe the speed at

which something changes. It is not used to describe the
speed at which something moves or is done: arapid-train
O Wehad-arapid-coffee—

Swift usually describes something that happens or is done
quickly and immediately: a swift decision The government
took swift action.

Speedy has a similar meaning: a speedy recovery. It is used
less often to talk about the speed at which something

moves: a-speedy-ear-
For the use of fast and quick as adverbs, see the usage
note at quick.
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WHICH WORD? @
firstly / first of all / at first

WHICH WORD? @
happen / occur / take place

Firstly and first (of all) are used to introduce a series of
facts, reasons, opinions, etc.: The brochure is divided into
two sections, dealing firstly with basic courses and secondly
with advanced ones. Firstly is more common in BrE than in
AmE.

At first is used to talk about the situation at the beginning
of a period of time, especially when you are comparing it
with a different situation at a later period: Maggie had seen
him nearly every day at first. Now she saw him much less.

WHICH WORD? @
in front of / in the front of

Happen is the usual word that you use to refer to events that are
not planned or expected: You look terrible - what’s happened?
The word is also used to talk about one event resulting from
another: What happened when you told him the news?

Occur meaning ‘happen’ is used only in formal situations:
Police report that the accident occurred at about 9.30 p.m.

Take place is also quite formal and is usually used to talk about
an event that has been planned or arranged or when people
take an active part in sth: The festival takes place in July every
year. Filming took place in Ireland. In informal language you
would probably say: The festival is in July every year. The movie
was filmed in Ireland.

In front of can mean the same as outside but not opposite:
I'll meet you in front of/outside your hotel. OThere's a bus
stop in front of the house (= on the same side of the road).
OThere's a bus stop opposite the house (= on the other side
of the road).

In/at the front (of sth) means 'in the most forward part of
something': The driver sits at the front of the bus. < Put the
shortest flowers in the front (of the bunch).

WHICH WORD? @
hard / hardly

The adverb from the adjective hard is hard: I have to work hard
today. OShe has thought very hard about her future plans. It was
raining hard outside.

Hardly is an adverb meaning ‘almost not’: I hardly ever go to
concerts. I can hardlv wattfor my birthday. It cannot be used
= O

instead of hard:
=»note at HARDLY

WHICH WORD? @
good / goodness

WHICH WORD? @
hardly / scarcely / barely / no sooner

The noun good means actions and behaviour that are morally
right. You can talk about a person doing good: The charity
does a lot of good. the difference between good and evil.

Goodness is the quality of being good. You can talk about a
person's goodness: Her goodness shone through.

Hardly, scarcely and barely can all be used to say that
something is only just true or possible. They are used with
words like any and anyone, with adjectives and verbs, and
are placed between can, could, have, be, etc. and the
main part of the verb: They have sold scarcely any copies of
the book. I barely recognized her. O His words were barely

audible. I can hardly believe it. O Hiardly-ean-believe-it:
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Hardly, scarcely and barely are negative words and
should not be used with not or other negatives: +-eant

You can also use hardly, scarcely and barely to say that
one thing happens immediately after another: We had
hardly / scarcely / barely sat down at the table, when the
phone rang. In formal, written English, especially in a
literary style, these words can be placed at the beginning
of the sentence and then the subject and verb are turned
around: Hardly / Scarcely had we sat down at the table,
when the phone rang. Note that you usually use when in
these sentences, not than. You can also use before: I
scarcely had time to ring the bell before the door opened. No
sooner can be used in the same way, but is always used
with than: No sooner had we sat down at the table than the
phone rang.

Hardly and scarcely can be used to mean ‘almost never’,
but barely is not used in this way: She hardly (ever) sees
her parents these days. <

WHICH WORD? @
help / aid / assist / attend / be present /

participate

WHICH WORD? @
hate / hatred

These two words have a similar meaning. Hatred is more
often used to describe a very strong feeling of dislike for a
particular person or thing: Her deep hatred of her sister was
obvious. $a cat’s hatred of water. Hate is more often used
when you are talking about this feeling in a general way: a
look of pure hate people filled with hate.

WHICH WORD? @
healthy / well

Healthy describes a person who is rarely ill or things that
are good for your health: a healthy child / diet / lifestyle.

Well describes your health on a particular occasion: I'm
sorry to hear you were not well yesterday>You’re looking
well. T hope you'll feel better soon.

help / aid / assist / attend

Help, aid and assist have similar meanings. Help is much
more common than the other two: How can I help you? <
Could you help me move this table? <>She’s been helping
Rick with his homework.

Aid is used in formal writing: Three men have been charged
with aiding his escape. It is also often used in the context
of giving money: The project has been greatly aided by the
generosity of local businesses.

Assist is used more in written or formal contexts. It often
suggests that someone is doing some of the simpler
parts of the job to make it easier for the person who is
doing the more difficult things: She had to be assisted off
the plane. >The successful applicant will assist the publicity
manager.

Do not use assist to mean ‘attend’ or ‘go to’: I want to
attend / go to your school next July. > #fweant-to-assist-tort-at+

We assisted at the concert last
Saturday means ‘We' helped to organize the concert.’
Use: We went to the concert last Saturday.

Attend / Be present / Participate

These words are all formal and are not often used in
conversation.

If you attend a concert, you go to it. If you attend a school
or class, you regularly go there.

If you are present at an event, you are there when it
happens: The manager was not present at the meeting.

To participate in an event means to take an active part in

it, not just to be there: I hope everyone will participate in
this discussion.
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WHICH WORD? @
high / tall

WHICH WORD? @
infer / imply

High is used to talk about the measurement from the
bottom to the top of something: The fence is over five
metres high. OHe has climbed some of the world’s highest
mountains. You also use high to describe the distance of
something from the ground: How high was the plane when
the engine failed?

Tall is used instead of high to talk about people: My
brother’s much taller than me. Tall is also used for things
that are high and narrow such as trees: She ordered cold
beer in a tall glass. tall factory chimneys. Buildings can
be high or tall.

WHICH WORD? @
historic / historical

Historic is usually used to describe something that is so
important that it is likely to be remembered: Today is a
historic occasion for our country. Historical usually
describes something that is connected with the past or
with the study of history, or something that really
happened in the past: I have been doing some historical
research. >Was Robin Hood a historical figure?

Infer and imply have opposite meanings. The two words
can describe the same event, but from different points of
view. If a speaker or writer implies something, they
suggest it without saying it directly: The article implied that
the pilot was responsible for the accident. If you infer
something from what a speaker or writer says, you come
to the conclusion that this is what he or she means: I
inferred from the article that the pilot was responsible for the
accident.

Infer is now often used with the same meaning as imply.
However, many people consider that a sentence such as
Are you inferring that I'm a liar? is incorrect, although it is
fairly common in speech.

WHICH WORD? @
interested / interesting / uninterested /

disinterested / uninteresting

The opposite of interested is uninterested or not
interested: He is completely uninterested in politics. 1 am
not really interested in politics.

Disinterested means that you can be fair in judging a
situation because you do not feel personally involved in it:
A solicitor can give you disinterested advice. However, in
speech it is sometimes used instead of uninterested,
although this is thought to be incorrect.

The opposite of interesting can be uninteresting: The food
was dull and uninteresting. 1t is more common to use a

different word such as dull or boring.
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WHICH WORD?
journey / travel / trip

WHICH WORD?
landscape / scenery / countryside

®

w0 I

Nouns

Journey = an act of travelling from one place to another. In
BrE it can be long, or short but regular: to go on a 6000-
mile journey <>How long is your journey to work?

Trip = a journey to a place and back, especially for a short
visit: to go on a trip to Disneyland <>a business trip.

In AmE trip is used instead of journey for a short distance:
The trip takes about 45 minutes.

Travel is an uncountable noun that means the general act
of travelling: She loves travel. >The price includes air
travel.

Travels [pl] means several journeys to other places or
countries, especially far away.

Verbs

To travel puts emphasis on the journey itself:
abroad <>I usually travel by air.

to travel

If you are thinking more about the place you are going to
than the journey itself, use to go: I'm going to Italy on
Friday. &ODo you go to New York often? O Lm—travelling—to-
—ttaly-ontriday: ODoyoutravelto-New Yorkoften?

- see also EXCURSION, TOUR, VOYAGE.
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The following adjectives are frequently used with these nouns:
~ landscape English, rural, natural, flat, bleak, urban

~ scenery beautiful, mountain, spectacular, dramatic,
breathtaking, coastal
~ countryside surrounding, English, open, beautiful,

rolling, unspoilt

The landscape [C] of an area is the way its physical
features are arranged: Mountains dominate the Welsh
landscape. <an urban landscape.

You use scenery [U] when you are saying that these
physical features are attractive to look at: We stopped to
admire the scenery.

The country / countryside [U] describes land that is away
from towns and cities: When I was a child, I spent a lot of
time in the country. <>a country house | park /| road the
surrounding countryside. The country is more common in
this sense but countryside is used especially in official
language or when it would not be clear which sense of
country is meant: the Wildlife and Countryside Act.




WHICH WORD? @
last / take

WHICH WORD? @
lawful / legal

Last and take are both used to talk about the length of
time that something continues.

Last is used to talk about the length of time that an event
continues: How long do you think this storm will last? OThe
movie lasted over two hours. Last does not always need an
expression of time: His annoyance won't last. Last is also
used to say that you have enough of something: We don’t
have enough money to last until next month.

Take is used to talk about the amount of time you need in
order to go somewhere or do something. It must be
used with an expression of time: It takes (me) at least an
hour to get home from work. <>How long will the flight
take?<>The water took ages to boil.

Lawful and legal can both mean ‘allowed by law’: by
lawful/legal means. Lawful tends to be used in technical or
literary contexts. The same is true of the opposites, unlawful
and illegal, but illegal is used especially about criminal
activities. Legal also means ‘connected with the law’: the US
legal system.

WHICH WORD? @
lawyer / barrister / advocate / attorney / solicitor

WHICH WORD? @
lastly /at last

Lastly is used to introduce the last in a list of things or the
final point you are making: Lastly, I would like to thank my
parents for all their support.

At last is used when something happens after a long time,
especially when there has been some difficulty or delay: Ar
last, after twenty hours on the boat, they arrived at their
destination. You can also use finally, eventually or in the
end with this meaning, but not lastly.

Lawyer is a general term for a person who is qualified to
advise people about the law, to prepare legal documents
for them and/or to represent them in a court of law.

In England and Wales, a lawyer who is qualified to speak
in the higher courts of law is called a barrister. In
Scotland a barrister is called an advocate.

In AmE attorney is a more formal word used for a lawyer
and is used especially in job titles: district attorney.

Counsel is the formal legal word used for a lawyer who is
representing someone in court: counsel for the prosecution.

Solicitor is the BrE term for a lawyer who gives legal
advice and prepares documents, for example when you
are buying a house, and sometimes has the right to speak
in a court of law.

In AmE solicitor is only used in the titles of some lawyers
who work for the government: Solicitor General.
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WHICH WORD? @
light / lighting

WHICH WORD? @
loud / loudly / aloud

The noun light has several different meanings and is used
in many phrases. Lighting can only be used to talk about
the type of light in a place or how lights are used to
achieve a particular effect: the lighting system the movie’s
interesting lighting effects OThe lighting at the disco was
fantastic.

WHICH WORD? @
long / (for) long / (for) a long time

Both (for) long and (for) a long time are used as
expressions of time. In positive sentences (for) a long
time is used: We’ve been friends a long time. (For) long is
not used in positive sentences unless it is used with too,
enough, as, so, seldom, etc.: I stayed out in the sun for
too long. OYou've been waiting long enough. Both (for)
long and (for) a long time can be used in questions, you
but (for) long is usually preferred: Have you been waiting
long?

In negative sentences (for) a long time sometimes has a
different meaning from (for) long: Compare: I haven't been
here for a long time (= It is a long time since the last time |
was here) and I haven’t been here long (= I arrived here
only a short time ago).

Loudly is the usual adverb from the adjective loud: The
audience laughed loudly at the joke.

Loud is very common as an adverb in informal language. It
is nearly always used in phrases such as loud enough,
as loud as or with too, very, so, etc.. Don’t play your
music too loud. I shouted as loud as 1 could.

Louder is also used in informal styles to mean ‘more
loudly’: Can you speak louder?

Out loud is a common adverb meaning ‘so that people can
hear’: Can you read the letter out loud? <>He laughed out
loud at his own joke. Aloud has the same meaning but is
fairly formal. It can also mean ‘in a loud voice’.
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WHICH WORD? ®
many / a lot of / lots of

WHICH WORD? @
much / a lot of / lots of

Many is used only with countable nouns. It is used mainly
in questions and negative sentences: Do you go to many
concerts? OHow many people came to the meeting? <>I
don’t go to many concerts. Although it is not common in
statements, it is used after so, as and too: You made too
many mistakes.

In statements a lot of or lots of (informal) are much more
common: I go to a lot of concerts. <>*How many CDs have
you got?’ ‘Lots!” However, they are not used with
measurements of time or distance: I stayed in anland
many / quite a few / ten weeks. <
seeks. When a lot of / lots of means ‘many’, it takes a
plural verb: Lots of people like Italian food. You can also
use plenty of (informal) < Plenty of stores stay open late.
These phrases can also be used in questions and
negative sentences.

A lot of / lots of is still felt to be informal, especially in
BrE, so in formal writing it is better to use many or a
large number of in statements.

=note at MUCH

Much is used only with uncountable nouns. It is used
mainly in questions and negative sentences: Do you have
much free time? <>How much experience have you had? 1
don’t have much free time.

In statements a lot of or lots of (informal) is much more
common: ‘How much (money) does she earn?’ ‘A lot!” You
can also use plenty of. These phrases can also be used
in questions and negative sentences.

A lot of / lots of is still felt to be informal, especially in
BrE, so in formal writing it is better to use much, a great
deal of or a large amount of.

Very much and a lot can be used as adverbs: I miss my
family very much. fmissvery—muehmyfamity- OI miss my
family a lot. O Thanks a lot. In negative sentences you can
use much: I didn’t enjoy the film (very) much.

=note at MANY

144




s I

[N]

WHICH WORD? @
naked / bare

WHICH WORD? @
near / close

Both these words can be used to mean ‘not covered with
clothes’ and are frequently used with the following nouns:

naked ~ body, man, fear, aggression, flame

bare ~ feet, arms, walls, branches, essentials

Naked is more often used to describe a person or their
body and bare usually describes a part of the body.

Bare can also describe other things with nothing on them:
bare walls a bare hillside. Naked can mean ‘without a
protective covering’: a naked sword.

Bare can also mean ‘just enough’: the bare minimum.
Naked can be used to talk about strong feelings that are
not hidden: naked fear. Note also the idiom: (visible) to /
with the naked eye.

The adjectives near and close are often the same in meaning,
but in some phrases only one of them may be used: the near
future >a near neighbour <>a near miss <>a close contest >a
close encounter a close call. Close is more often used to
describe a relationship between people: a close friend <close
family Oclose links. You do not usually use near in this way.

WHICH WORD? ®
next / nearest

WHICH WORD? @
narrow / thin

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
narrow ~ road, entrance, bed, stairs, majority, victory, range
thin ~ man, legs, ice, line, layer, material, cream

Narrow describes something that is a short distance from
side to side. Thin describes people, or something that
has a short distance through it from one side to the other.

Thin is also used of things that are not as thick as you
expect. Narrow can be used with the meanings ‘only just
achieved” and ‘limited’.

(The) next means ‘after this/that one’ in time or in a series
of events, places or people: When is your next
appointment? Turn left at the next traffic lights. & Who's
next? (The) nearest means ‘closest’ in space: Where’s the
nearest supermarket?

Notice the difference between the prepositions nearest to
and next to: Janet’s sitting nearest to the window (= of all the
people in the room). Sarah’s sitting next to the window (= right
beside if). In informal BrE nearest can be used instead of
nearest to: Who's sitting nearest the door?

WHICH WORD? ®
noise / sound
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Sound is a general word for anything you hear: strange sounds
and smells <>She could hear the sound of children laughing. Do
not use words like much or a lot of with sound.

Noise is usually loud and unpleasant: What a terrible noise! It
can be uncountable: Try not to make so much noise.

Racket and din (especially BrE) are informal words for a loud
unpleasant noise that continues for a time: Who's making
all that racket? > What a terrible din!




WHICH WORD? @
normal / usual / ordinary

WHICH WORD? @
order / tell / instruct / command

Normal is used to describe something that is what you
would expect and is the same as others of the same
type: We are open during working hours. <>Your temperature is
back to normal.

Usual has a similar meaning and is used especially to talk
about something that happens or is done most of the
time or in most cases: I'll see you at the usual time.>She
had all the usual teenage problems.

With ordinary you are often making a contrast with
something else that is unusual or special in some way: Ir
began as just an ordinary Saturday, but soon became a day I
would never forget. OHe was clearly no ordinary student.

[0]

When you are talking about wanting somebody to do
something, the usual word to use is tell: He told me to
phone back today. I was told to get my hair cut. >How
many times have I told you to hang up your clothes? We
told the builder to finish the job as quickly as possible. Ask
sounds a little more polite: He asked me to phone back. <
We asked the builders to finish the job as quickly as possible.

Instruct is more formal and is often used in official situations:
Patients were instructed to follow the diet exactly.

Order is a stronger word and used when people in a
position of authority or power expect you to obey them:
OA police officer ordered me to get out of the car.

Command is used mainly in military situations.

[P]

WHICH WORD? @
older / elder

WHICH WORD? @
partly / partially

The usual comparative and superlative forms of old are
older and oldest: My brother is older than me. <>The
palace is the oldest building in the city. In BrE you can also
use elder and eldest when comparing the ages of
people, especially members of the same family, although
these words are not common in speech now. As
adjectives they are only used before a noun and you
cannot say ‘elder than’: my older / elder sister the elder /
older of their two children >I'm the eldest | oldest in the
family.

Partly and partially both mean ‘not completely’: The road
is partly/partially finished. Partly is especially used to talk
about the reason for something, often followed by
because or due to: I didn’t enjoy the trip very much, partly
because of the weather. Partially should be used when you
are talking about physical conditions: His mother is
partially blind.

WHICH WORD? @
peace / peacefulness

The noun peace can be used to talk about a peaceful state
or situation: world peace I just need some peace and quiet.
Peacefulness is not a common word. It means ‘the

quality of being peaceful’.

146




wrus I

WHICH WORD? @
persuade / convince

WHICH WORD? @
possibility / occasion / opportunity / chance

The main meaning of persuade is to make someone agree
to do something by giving them good reasons for doing
it: I tried to persuade her to see a doctor. The main meaning
of convince is to make someone believe that something
is true: He convinced me he was right.

It is quite common, however, for each of these words to be
used with both meanings, especially for convince to be
used as a synonym for persuade: I persuaded / convinced
her to see a doctor. Some speakers of BrE think that this is
not correct.

WHICH WORD? @
place / space /room

Place, space, and room all describe an area in a room,
building, vehicle, etc. which can be occupied by
somebody or something.

Place is a countable noun. It is used to talk about a
particular area where you can sit, work, sleep, etc: I'm
looking for a place to stay. OWill you save me a place in the
classroom?

In BrE place cannot be used with no or any, but in AmE it
can. There is nowhere to park. (BrE, AmE) There’s no
place to park (AmE only) I couldn’t find anywhere to stay.
(BrE, AmE) I couldn'’t find any place to stay. (AmE only)

Space and room are used as uncountable nouns to talk
about an empty area: The wardrobe takes up too much
room. OThere isn't enough space for another chair.

Occasion, opportunity and chance all mean a time when
it is possible to do something. Possibility and chance
are used to suggest that something might happen.

Occasion suggests a time that is right or suitable for an
activity: A wedding is an occasion for celebration.

Opportunity and chance suggest it is possible for you to
do something because the circumstances are good or
lucky at the time: I had the opportunity to spend a year in
Paris while I was a student. 1 hope you get the chance to
relax this weekend.

Possibility. Note that you cannot say a/the p055|b|I|ty to
do sth: &
Fwas—astident: P055|b|I|ty means the fact that someth\ng
might happen or be true and is used with of or that:
There is a possibility that I might go to Paris to study for a
year. Chance can also be used in this way: I have a good
chance of being promoted.
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WHICH WORD? @
price / cost/ charge

WHICH WORD? ®
quite / fairly / rather / pretty

The nouns price and cost both mean the amount of money
you need to buy something. Price is generally used of
objects which you can buy and sell: the price of eggs/cars
Ooil prices. Cost usually relates to services or processes
and can also be used when you are talking about prices
in general without mentioning an actual sum of money:
the cost of getting married production costs the cost of
living.

Charge is the amount of money you are asked to pay for
using something or for a service: electricity charges <
bank/interest charges <>There’s no charge for parking here.

Price, cost and charge are also verbs: The tickets were
priced at £25. OOur trip didn’t cost very much.>How much
do they charge for a pizza?

[Q]

WHICH WORD? @
quick / quickly / fast

Quickly is the usual adverb from quick: I quickly realized
that 1 was on the wrong train. &My heart started to beat
more quickly.

Quick is sometimes used as an adverb in very informal
language, especially as an exclamation: Come on! Quick!
They’ll see us! Quicker is used more often: My heart
started to beat much quicker. OThe quicker T get you away
from here, the better.

Fast is more often used when you are talking about the
speed that somebody or something moves at: How fast
can a cheetah run? < Can’t you drive any faster? < ¥ou're-
-driving-too-gquickly- O There is no word fastly.

=note at SOON

Look at these examples:
The exam was fairly difficult.
The exam was quite difficult.
The exam was rather difficult.

Quite is a little stronger than fairly and rather is a little
stronger than quite. Rather is not very common in AmkE;
pretty has the same meaning and this is used in informal
BrE too: The exam was pretty difficult.

In BrE quite has two meanings: [ feel quite tired today
(=fairly tired). With adjectives that describe an extreme
state (‘non-gradable’ adjectives) it means ‘completely’ or
‘absolutely’: I feel quite exhausted. With some adjectives,
both meanings are possible. The speaker’s stress and
intonation will show you which is meant: Your essay is
’quite good (= fairly good - it could be better); Your essay
is quite 'good (= very good, especially when this is
unexpected).

In AmE quite usually means something like ‘very’, not
‘“fairly’ or ‘rather’. Pretty is used instead for this sense.
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[R]

WHICH WORD? @
real / true

WHICH WORD? @
reason / explanation / excuse / pretext / grounds

There is a difference between real and true in their main
meanings. Something that is real actually exists or
happens and is not imagined: Was it real or was it a
dream? Something is true if it agrees with the known facts
and is not invented: Is the news true? <>a movie based on a
true story.

In some other meanings, both words can be used. For
example, you can use either real or true to talk about
what is actually the case when this is different from what
appears to be the case: Tell me the real reason why he
resigned. OHe seems quiet but reveals his true character on
the football field. You can also use either word to talk
about an example of something that has all the important
qualities it should have: She was his first real girlfriend. <
This job will be a true test of the new system.
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A reason is the cause of something or something that explains
why a particular thing has happened: His reason for resigning
was that he was under stress. <>She didn’t give a reason for her
decision. > Police cannot name the man for legal reasons.

If you describe something as an explanation rather than a
reason, you may simply be repeating what someone has said:
His explanation for resigning was that he was under stress (= that
is what he said and it may or may not be true).

An excuse may be true or invented and is a reason that you
give to explain or defend your behaviour. If you call something
an excuse you may not believe that it is true or you may think
that it is not a good enough reason: What’s your excuse for
being late this time?

A pretext is a false reason that someone gives for doing
something in order to hide the real reason: He got into the
house on the pretext of checking the gas (= but he really wanted
to steal something).

The grounds for something are the reasons for doing, saying
or believing it, especially in a formal or legal situation: I left
my job on medical grounds. <>She had good grounds for
divorce.

WHICH WORD? @
regretfully / regrettably

Regretfully and regrettably can both be used as sentence
adverbs to show that you are sorry about something and
wish the situation were different: Regretfully, some jobs
will be lost. ORegrettably, some jobs will be lost.

Regretfully can also be used to mean ‘in a way that shows
you are sad or disappointed about something’: He sighed
regretfully.




WHICH WORD? @
right / rightly

WHICH WORD? ®
say / tell

Right and rightly can both be used as adverbs. In the
sense ‘correctly’ or ‘in the right way’, right is the usual
adverb. It is only used after verbs: He did it right. ODid 1
spell your name right? Rightly cannot be used like this. In
formal language correctly is used: Is your name spelled
correctly?

The usual meaning of rightly is ‘for a good reaso’ and it
comes before an adjective: They are rightly proud of their
children. It can be used to mean ‘correctly’ before a verb
or in particular phrases: As you rightly say, we have a
serious problem. In AmE rightly is not at all common.

WHICH WORD? @
rise / raise

Verbs

Raise is a verb that must have an object and rise is used
without an object. When you raise something, you lift it
to a higher position or increase it: He raised his head from
the pillow. OWe were forced to raise the price. When
people or things rise, they move from a lower to a higher
position: She rose from the chair. >The helicopter rose into
the air. Rise can also mean ‘to increase in number or
quantity’: Costs are always rising.

Nouns

The noun rise means a movement upwards or an increase
in an amount or quantity: a rise in interest rates. In BrE it
can also be used to mean an increase in pay: Should I ask
my boss for a rise? In AmE this is a raise: a three per cent
pay raise. Rise can also mean the process of becoming
more powerful or important: his dramatic rise to power.

Say never has a person as the object. You say something
or say something to somebody. Say is often used when
you are giving somebody’s exact words: ‘Sit down’, she
said. O Anne said, ‘I'm tired’. <>Anne said (that) she was
tired. &OWhat did he say to you? You cannot use ‘say
about’, but you can say something about: I want to say
something /a few words / a little about my family. Say can
also be used with a clause when the person you are
talking to is not mentioned: She didn’t say what she
intended to do.

Tell usually has a person as the object and often has two
objects: Have you told him the news yet? It is often used
with ‘that’ clauses: Anne told me (that) she was tired. Tell
is usually when somebody is giving facts or information,
often with what, where, etc.: Can you tell me when the
movie starts? (BUT: Can you give me some information about
the school?) Tell is also used when you are giving
somebody instructions: The doctor told me to stay in bed.
OThe doctor told me (that) I had to stay in bed. OR The
doctor Aald (that) I had to stay in bed. NOT Fhe-doctorseaid-
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WHICH WORD? @
Scotish / Scots / Scotch / Scot

WHICH WORD? @
sensual / sensuous / sensory

The adjective Scottish is the most general word used to
describe the people and things of Scotland, while Scots
is only used to describe its people, its law and especially
its language: Scottish dancing <the new Scottish
parliament >a well-known Scots poet a slight Scots
accent.

The adjective Scotch is now mainly used in fixed expressions
such as Scorch whisky and Scotch broth and sounds old-
fashioned or insulting if it is used in any other way.

The noun Scotch means whisky, and the noun Scots refers
to a language spoken in Scotland, closely related to
English. A person who comes from Scotland is a Scot:
The Scots won their match against England.

=note at BRITISH

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:

sensual ~ pleasure, mouth, desire, woman, voice

sensuous ~ mouth, lips, pleasure, colour, music

sensory ~ perception, stimulation, experience, deprivation

Sensual and sensuous are very similar and refer to things
that give pleasure to your senses, especially sexual
pleasure, or that suggest an interest in sexual pleasure.

Sensuous also describes the pleasure that art and music
can give to your senses.

Sensory is used in technical contexts and means

‘connected with the senses’.

WHICH WORD? @
sensible / sensitive

WHICH WORD? @
shade / shadow

Sensible and sensitive are connected with 2 different
meanings of sense.

Sensible refers to your ability to make good judgements:
She gave me some very sensible advice. It wasn'’t very
sensible to go out on your own so late at night.

Sensitive refers to how easily you react to things and how

much you are aware of things or other people: a soap for
sensitive skin OThis movie may upset a sensitive child.

Shade [U] is an area or a part of a place that is protected
from the heat of the sun and so is darker and cooler: Let’s
sit in the shade for a while.

A shadow [C] is the dark shape made when a light shines
on a person or an object: As the sun went down we cast
long shadows on the lawn.

Shadow [U] is an area of darkness in which it is difficult to
distinguish things easily: Her face was in deep shadow.
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WHICH WORD? @
shout / cry / scream

WHICH WORD? @
sight / view

These verbs describe the different kinds of loud noise
people make when they are angry, frightened or upset.
People shout when they are angry or want to get
somebody's attention: He always seems to be shouting at
the kids these days. I can hear you - there’s no need to
shout. Yell can also be used, especially in spoken English.
Cry with this meaning now sounds old-fashioned. When
people scream they make a very loud, high noise
because they are in great pain or are very frightened or
excited: There was broken glass everywhere and people were
screaming. You can also use these words with ‘out’: She
shouted out in pain as they tried to move her.

Both sight and view can be used when you are saying
whether you can see something: There was no one in sight
/ view.

Sight can be used to talk about the act of seeing: I had my
first sight of the city from the river. You can also use sight
to mean something that you can see: Sunset over the lake
is a beautiful sight.

View describes the whole area you can see from a particular place:

From the top of the tower I had a wonderful view of the city.

WHICH WORD? @
sight / eyesight

WHICH WORD? @
sign / signal

Sight is a general word for the ability that people have to see:
to lose your sight <>She only has a little sight in one eye.

You use eyesight to talk about how well somebody is able
to see: I've always had poor eyesight. Sight can also be
used like this: a sight/ an eyesight test <My grandmother’s
sight / eyesight is still good.

Sign and signal can be used with very similar meanings.
Both words can mean a movement or sound made to tell
someone something: Don’t move until I give the sign/signal.

They can also both mean something that indicates that
something exists or may happen, but a sign is usually
something that you can find or see, while signal is used
for something that is done intentionally or that suggests
you should take some action: early signs of the disease
the first signs of spring <>danger/warning signals <>Local
people regarded the President's visit as a clear signal of his
support.

With other meanings, only one of these words can be

used: a road sign <a dollar sign a faint radio signal &
The train waited while the signals were on red.
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WHICH WORD? ®
slow /slowly

WHICH WORD? @
soon / early / quickly

Slowly is the usual adverb from the adjective slow. Slow is
sometimes used as an adverb in informal language, on
road signs, etc. It can also be used to form compounds:
Slow. Major road ahead. >a slow-acting drug. OFhey—wealk
very—stow: In the comparative both slower and more
slowly are used: Can you speak slower/ more slowly?

WHICH WORD? @
small / little

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
small ~ number, group, children, business, house
little ~ girl, smile, man, things, boys

Small is the most usual opposite of big or large. It can be
used in the comparative and superlative and with adverbs
such as rather, quite, fairly and pretty: Our house is
smaller than yours but I think the kitchen is bigger. OThe
town is pretty small.

Little is usually used to show how you feel about a person
or a thing, and especially after other adjectives such as
ugly, nice, cute, etc: a cute little baby <>You poor little
thing! It can also show that you think a person or thing is
not important: You'll just feel a little sting - it won't hurt. <
a dreadful little man (BrE). Note that it is usually only used
before a noun and that it is rarely used in the comparative
and superlative.

Little is also used with proper names: Little Italy is an area
of New York where many Italians live.

Soon usually means ‘a short time from now’ or ‘after then’
Ol see you soon. OShe soon regretted what she’d done. In
the comparative or superlative or in expressions such as
as soon as possible, soon emphasizes that something is
done without delay: Please reply as soon as possible. OThe
sooner you start, the sooner you'll finish.

Early means ‘near the beginning of a period of time’: I've
got to get up very early tomorrow. OI'll see you early next
week. It can also mean ‘before the usual or expected
time’: A few guests arrived early. Early does not mean ‘a
short time from now’.

Quickly is usually used to talk about the speed with which
something is done, but can also be used like soon to
mean ‘after a short time’ or ‘without delay’: The journey
passed very quickly. O Please phone back as quickly/soon as
possible.

=note at QUICK
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WHICH WORD?
speak / talk

®

WHICH WORD?
steal / rob / burgle / thief / robber / burglar

®

Speak and talk have similar meanings.

Talk is more common in spoken English and usually
suggests that two or more people are having a
conversation or discussing something: We talked on the
phone for nearly an hour. <John and I have been talking
about our families. >Could 1 talk to you about the travel
arrangements? Talk with is more formal than talk to in
BrE, but it is very general in AmE: He refused to talk with/to
VEPO}'[EVS.

Speak is a little more formal and suggests that someone is
using their voice or that one person is saying something
to a group: I was so shocked I couldn’t speak. <>Could you
speak louder? A doctor spoke to the class about/on stress.
Speak to / with is often used in polite requests, for
example when you are making a phone call. Speak with
is a little more formal in BrE: Hello, could I speak to
Michael? O1'd like to speak to/with the manager, please.

When a noun follows speak, it must be a language: He
speaks Italian. Talk can be followed by nouns such as
business or sense.

Verbs
(money, property)
steal-My wallet was stolen.

(person)
steal-Fye-beenstotens
rob-I've been robbed.

burgle-I've been burgled (= my house).

(bank, public building)

steal-Fhievesstote-abanktast-night-

rob-Thieves robbed a bank last night.

burgle-Fhievesbireted-—a-banktasiwishic

(office, house, etc.)

steal-Ourhousevasstoten

10D~ Outi—throtseveas+ob-bed—

burgle-Our house was burgled.

Steal. You can also steal from somebody: He had been
stealing from his employer for years.

Rob. You can also be robbed of something: She was
robbed of all her money and clothes.

Burgle. This is BrE. AmE is burglarize.

Look also at the verb MUG.

Nouns

A thief is a person who steals things, especially secretly
and without using violence. A burglar is a person who
gets into a house, office, etc., especially by force, in order
to steal things. A robber is a person who steals property
from a person or public place, especially using violence.

Look also at MUGGER.
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WHICH WORD? @
storey / floor

You use storey (BrE) / story (AmE) mainly when you are
talking about the number of levels a building has: a five-
storey house > The office building is five storeys high.

Floor is used mainly to talk about which particular level in
the building someone lives on, goes to, etc.: His office is
on the fifth floor.

=>note at FLOOR

WHICH WORD? ®
student / pupil / undergraduate /

graduate / postgraduate

WHICH WORD? @
strength / force / power

You use strength to talk about how strong a person or a
thing is, especially their ability to hold great weight: He
has been doing weight- training to build up his strength. 1
don’t have the strength to carry you any further.

You do not usually use power to talk about a person’s
ability to move or hold heavy objects, though it can be
used to refer to the strength in one part of a person’s
body: She has great power in her shoulders. Power in a
physical sense is more likely to relate to the energy
contained in a machine, an explosion or something
natural such as the wind: The power of the wind can be
harnessed to produce electricity.

Force relates to how much physical energy is used by
somebody or something, especially when they hit or push
something: He fell to the ground under the force of the blow.
OOur car was completely wrecked by the force of the
collision. <OThe waves were hitting the rocks with
tremendous force. The force of an explosion or a storm is
how strong it is.

A student is a person who is studying at a school, college,
university, etc. In BrE until recently pupil was used for
children at school, but this is becoming old-fashioned and
student is used instead, except for young children.

An undergraduate is a student who is studying for their
first degree at a university or college.

In BrE, a graduate is a person who has completed a first
degree at a university or college. In AmE graduate is
usually used with another noun and can also apply to a
person who has finished high school: a high school
graduate $a graduate student.

A postgraduate is a person who has finished a first degree
and is doing advanced study or research. This is the
usual term in BrE, but it is formal in AmE and graduate
student is usually used instead.
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WHICH WORD? @
sure / certain

WHICH WORD? @
surely / certainly

Sure and certain are very similar in meaning: Are you
sure/certain (that) you locked the door? {OWe must make
sure/certain (that) we arrive on time. You have to book
early to be sure/certain of getting a room.

You use sure/certain to do sth to show how you feel about
sth: It’s sure to rain tomorrow. (= I think it will definitely
rain). OShe’s certain to be late (= I am certain that she’ll be
late).

You can say it is certain that but not it is sure that: It is
certain that thousands more people will die in the famine.

In conversation sure can sound less strong than certain:
I'm sure she’ll come if she can (= I believe/hope she will).

In spoken AmE especially, sure is also used as an adverb:
He sure likes hot dogs. OThat sure is a good idea.

=note at SURELY

You use surely, especially in BrE, to show that you are
almost certain about what you are saying and you want
other people to agree with you: Surely this can’t be right?
Surely in negative sentences shows that something
surprises you and you do not want to believe it: You're
surely not thinking of going, are you?

Certainly usually means ‘without doubt’ or ‘definitely’, and
is used to show that you strongly believe something or to
emphasize that something is really true: I'll certainly
remember this trip! In informal AmE this would be: I'll sure
remember this trip!

Compare: The meal was certainly too expensive (=there is no
doubt about it) and The meal was surely too expensive? (=
that is my opinion. Don’t you agree?). In formal language
only, surely can be used to mean ‘without doubt’: This
will surely end in disaster.

=>note at COURSE, SURE

WHICH WORD? ®
tight / tightly

Tight and tightly are both adverbs that come from the
adjective tight. They have the same meaning, but tight is
often used instead of tightly after a verb, especially in
informal language, and in compounds: packed tight a
tight-firting lid. Before a past participle tightly is used:
clusters of tightly packed flowers.
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WHICH WORD? @
under / below / underneath / beneath

WHICH WORD? @
used to / be used to

You use under to say that one thing is directly under
another thing: The cat is asleep under the table. I think
your letter is under that book. Underneath can also be
used when you want to emphasize that something is
being covered or hidden by another thing: Have you looked
underneath the sofa as well as behind it? You can also use
beneath in this sense, but it is a very formal or literary
word.

Below is usually preferred to say that one thing is in a
lower position than another when they are both in the
same building, on the same hill, on the same part of the
body, etc: They live in the apartment below us. OCan you
see those trees below the summit? It hurts here - just below
the knee.

Below is used for measurements or position on a scale:
The temperature was below zero last night. Under is used to
mean ‘less than’: All our goods are under £20. You use
under (not below) to talk about movement from one side
of something to the other side: We swam under the bridge.

WHICH WORD? @
unsociable / antisocial / unsocial

An unsociable person does not enjoy being with other people.

Such a person can also be described as antisocial in BrE,
but this word is more often used to talk about a person or
behaviour that harms or annoys other people.

Unsocial hours (BrE) are those that are outside the normal
working day.

Do not confuse used to do sth with be used to sth.

You use used to do sth to talk about something that
happened regularly or was the case in the past, but is not
now: I used to smoke, but I gave up a couple of years ago.

You use be used to sth / to doing sth to talk about
something that you are familiar with so that it no longer
seems new or strange to you: We’re used to the noise from
the traffic now. OI'm used to getting up early. You can also
use get used to sth: Don’t worry - you’ll soon get used to
his sense of humour. I didn’t think I could ever get used to
living in a big city after living in the country.

WHICH WORD? ®
voucher / coupon / token

These words all have a meaning that refers to something
you can use instead of money and exchange for goods.

A voucher or token is a piece of paper with an amount of
money printed on it that you can exchange for particular
goods or use in a particular store: a £10 book/record token
Oa Marks and Spencer’s gift voucher/token (AmE gift
certificate).

A coupon or voucher is a printed piece of paper that can
be used to pay for something or that allows you to pay
less than the usual price: a money-off coupon.

Tokens or coupons are also small pieces of paper that
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WHICH WORD?
want / like / care (for sth/ to do sth)

®

WHICH WORD?
wide / broad

®

Would you like'--? is the most usual polite question form
for offers and invitations, especially in BrE: Would you like
a cup of coffee?

Do you want---? is less formal and more direct. It is more
common in AmE than in BrE: We're going to a club tonight.
Do you want to come with us?

Would you care-? is very formal and now sounds old-
fashioned.

WHICH WORD?
wear / carry / have on

®

You wear clothes, including gloves, scarves, belts,
watches and glasses, and also perfume on your skin: Do
you have to wear a suit for work? <I've been wearing
glasses for ten years. You can also say you have
something on: She had on some without very unusual
earrings.<>He ran outside any shoes on.

You carry objects with you when you go somewhere,
especially in your hands or arms: He wasn't wearing his
raincoat, he was carrying it over his arm. She always
carries an umbrella in her briefcase.

These adjectives are frequently used with the following nouns:
wide ~ street, river, area, range, variety, choice
broad ~ shoulders, back, smile, range, agreement, outline

Wide is the word most commonly used to talk about
something that measures a long distance from one side
to the other.

Broad is more often used to talk about parts of the body. It
is used in more formal or written language to describe
the features of the countryside, etc: a broad river $a
broad stretch of meadowland.

Both wide and broad can be used to describe something
that includes a large variety of different people or things:
a wide / broad range of products. Broad, but not wide, can
be used to mean ‘general’ or ‘not detailed’: All of us are
in broad agreement on this matter.
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WHICH WORD? ®
worried / concerned / anxious / nervous /
excited

Worried is a common word that describes how you feel
when you are thinking about a problem or something bad
that might happen: Where have you been? I was worried
about you.

Concerned is usually used when you are talking about a
problem that affects another person, society, the world,
etc.: She’s very concerned about the environment. Police
are concerned for the boy’s safety.

Anxious describes a stronger feeling and is more formal:
We were anxious about the children’s safety. It can also
describe a person who always worries a lot: a very
anxious parent. You can say that you are anxious to do
sth when you want something very much, but do not use
it when you are talking about something pleasant that
you are looking forward to: I am anxious to find out what’s

happened. OFmvery-anxionsabontyour—arrivet

Nervous suggests that you are also frightened and it is
used to describe how you feel before you do something
very important such as a concert performance, an
interview, etc., or something unpleasant. It can describe a
person who is often worried and frightened: a thin,
nervous girl.

Excited is nearly always used to describe a positive, happy

feeling, especially when you are looking forward to
something pleasant: I'm getting very excited about my trip
to Australia.
If you want to talk about a person who quickly gets too
enthusiastic and excited about things, you can use the
word excitable, not ‘nervous’: She is very kind and
friendly, but a bit excitable.
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WHICH WORD? ®
wrong / wrongly / wrongfully

In informal language wrong can be used as an adverb
instead of wrongly, when it means ‘incorrectly’ and
comes after a verb or its object: My name was spelled
wrong. I'm afraid you guessed wrong. Wrongly is used
before a past participle or a that clause: My name was
wrongly spelt. She guessed wrongly that he was a teacher.

Wrongfully is usually used in a formal legal situation with
words like convicted, dismissed and imprisoned.

Vocabulary building

These notes help you to choose more interesting and varied words
to use and so increase your vocabulary.

VOCABULARY BUILDING '\S
about / ways of saying approximately

The flight takes approximately three hours.

The tickets cost about £20 each.

The repairs will cost $200, give or take a few dollars.
How much will it cost, more or less ?

We are expecting thirty or so people to come.

She must be 25 or thereabouts.

Profits have fallen by roughly 15%.

You can expect to earn round about £40 000 a year.
The price is somewhere around $800.

She earns somewhere in the region of £25 000.

All these words and phrases are used in both speaking and
writing; about is the most common and approximately the
most formal.




VOCABULARY BUILDING %
bad and very bad

VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
a bar of chocolate 0

Instead of saying that something is bad or very bad, try to
use more precise and interesting adjectives to describe
things:

an unpleasant / a foul / a disgusting smell

appalling / dreadful / severe weather

an unpleasant / a frightening / a traumatic experience
poor / weak eyesight

a terrible / serious / horrific accident

a wicked / an evil / an immoral person

an awkward /an embarrassing / a difficult situation

We were working in difficult / appalling conditions.

To refer to your health, you can say: | feel unwell / sick /
terrible; | don’t feel (very) well.

In conversation words like terrible, horrible, awful and
dreadful can be used in most situations to mean ‘very bad’.

If you want to describe a whole unit of a particular
substance, or a group of things that are normally
together, for example when you buy them, you need to
use the correct word.

a bar of soap/chocolate; a candy bar

a block of ice/stone/wood

a bolt / roll / length of fabric

a cube of ice/sugar; an ice/sugar cube

a loaf of bread

a roll of film/carpet

a slab of marble/concrete

a stick of gum

a bunch of bananas/grapes

a bunch / bouquet of flowers

a bundle of papers/sticks

aset/ bunch of keys

a set of chairs/glasses/clothes/guitar strings

=note at BIT
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VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
body actions expressing emotions

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
words that mean 'break’

Often parts of the body are closely linked to particular
verbs. The combination of the verb and part of the body
expresses an emotion or attitude.

action part of body you feel...

bite lips nervous

clench fist angry, aggressive

click fingers you're trying to
remember sth

click tongue annoyed

drum/tap fingers impatient

hang head ashamed

lick lips anticipating sth
good, nervous

nod head agreement

purse lips dispproval, dislike

raise eyebrows inquiring, surprised

scratch head puzzled

shake head disagreement

shrug shoulders doubt, indifferent

stamp foot angry

wrinkle nose dislike, distaste

wrinkle forehead puzzled

For example: She bit her lip nervously. <>He scratched his
head and looked thoughtful. >I wrinkled my nose in disgust.<>
She raised questioning eyebrows.

burst The balloon hit a tree and burst.
crack  The ice started to crack.
crumble Crumble the cheese into a bowl.
cut Now cut the wire in two.

fracture He fell and fractured his hip.

shatter The vase hit the floor and shattered.
smash Vandals had smashed two windows.
snap I snapped the pencil in half.

split The bag had split open on the way home.
tear She tore the letter into pieces.

All these verbs, except cut, can be used with or without an object.

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
cry
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To cry is the most general word for producing tears when you
are unhappy or hurt, or when you are extremely happy.

To sob means to cry noisily, taking sudden, sharp breaths.

To wail means to cry in a loud high voice.

To whimper means to cry making low, weak noises.

To weep (literary or formal) means to cry quietly for a long

time.

To blubber (informal) means to cry noisily, especially in an
annoying way.

All these verbs can be used like‘say’: ‘I don’t want you to
go,’ she cried/wailed/sobbed.

To be in tears means to be crying.

To burst into tears means to suddenly begin to cry.

To cry your eyes out means to cry a lot or for a long time,

because you are very sad.
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VOCABULARY BUILDING "
household jobs: do or make? 0

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
expressions of your face 0

To talk about jobs in the home you can use such phrases
as wash the dishes, clean the kitchen floor, set the
table, etc. In conversation the verb do is often used
instead: Let me do the dishes.>Michael said he would do
the kitchen floor. It’s your turn to do the table. Do is
often used with nouns ending -ing: to do the
shopping/cleaning/ironing/vacuuming.

The verb make is used especially in the phrase make the
beds and when you are talking about preparing or
cooking food: He makes a great lasagne. OI'll make
breakfast while you're having a shower. You can also say
get, get ready and, especially in AmE, fix for preparing
meals: Can you get dinner while I put the kids to bed? < Sit
down - I'll fix supper for you.

To beam is to have a big happy smile on your face.

To frown is to make a serious, angry or worried expression
by bringing your eyebrows closer together so that lines
appear on your forehead.

To glare or glower is to look in an angry, aggressive way.

To grimace is to make an ugly expression with your face to
show pain, disgust, etc.

To scowl is to look at someone in an angry or annoyed way.
To smirk is to smile in a silly or unpleasant way that shows

that you are pleased with yourself, know something that
other people do not know, etc.

To sneer is to show that you have no respect for someone
by turning your upper lip upwards.
These words can also be used as nouns: She looked up with

a puzzled frown. OHe gave me an icy glare.Oa grimace of
pain.
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VOCABULARY BUILDING %
saying that someone is fat 0

Fat is the most common and direct word, but it is not
polite to say to someone that they are fat: Does this dress
make me look fat? . £ ¢ 3

Overweight is a more neutral word: I'm a bit overweight. It
can also mean too fat, especially so that you are not fit.

Large or heavy is less offensive than fat: She'’s a rather
large woman. Big describes someone who is tall as well
as fat: Her sister is a big girl, isn’t she?

Plump means slightly fat in an attractive way, often used to
describe women.

Chubby is used mainly to describe babies and children
who are fat in a pleasant, healthy-looking way: the baby’s
chubby cheeks.

Tubby (informal) is used in a friendly way to describe people
who are short and round, especially around the stomach.

Stocky is a neutral word and means fairly short, broad and
strong.

Stout is often used to describe older people who have a
round and heavy appearance: a short stout man with a
bald head.

Flabby describes flesh that is fat and loose and it can
sound offensive: exercises to firm up flabby

Obese is used by doctors to describe people who are so
fat that they are unhealthy. It is also used in a general
way to mean ‘really fat’.

Note that although people talk a lot about their own size or

weight, it is generally not considered polite to refer to a

person’s large size or their

weight when you talk to them.

=note at THIN

VOCABULARY BUILDING "
good and very good 0

Instead of saying that something is good or very good, try
to use more precise and interesting adjectives to describe
things:

delicious / tasty food

an exciting / entertaining / absorbing movie

an absorbing / a fascinating / an informative book

a pleasant/ an enjoyable / a fun (informal) trip

a skilful / talented / fine player

impressive / high-quality acting

useful / helpful advice

In conversation you can use words like great, super,

wonderful, lovely and excellent (especially in BrE):
That’s a super idea!

=note at NICE
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VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
using your hands 0

VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
jobs and employment 0

touch

These verbs describe different ways of touching things:
feel 1 felt the bag to see what was in it.

finger  She fingered the silk delicately.

handle Handle the fruit with care.

rub She rubbed her eyes wearily.

stroke  The cat loves being stroked.

pat He patted my arm and told me not to worry.
tap Someone was tapping lightly at the door.
squeeze [ took his hand and squeezed it.

hold

You can use these verbs to describe taking something
quickly:

grab I grabbed his arm to stop myself from falling.
snatch  She snatched the letter out of my hand.

These verbs describe holding things tightly:

clasp Her hands were clasped behind her head.
clutch  The child was clutching a doll in her hand.
grasp  Grasp the rope with both hands and pull.

grip He gripped his bag tightly and wouldn't let go.

job [C] ‘What's his job?’ ‘He’s a teacher.” I start my new job
on Monday.

work [U] I'm going back to work tomorrow. >She is now
looking for work.

post / position [C] He resigned from his post as finance
director. O She holds a high-level position.

occupation [C] (formal or written) Please state your name, age
and occupation.

profession [C] the medical profession or [U] She’s a lawyer
by profession.

trade [C] the building trade or [U] He was a carpenter by
trade.

vocation [C] She found her true vocation as a nurse.

career [C] a distinguished career as a lawyer a career
woman.

employment [U] a contract of employment employment
opportunities for graduates.

=note at WORK
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VOCABULARY BUILDING
different ways of laughing 0

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
different ways of looking

cackle to laugh in a loud, unpleasant way, especially in a
high voice

chuckle to laugh quietly, especially because you are
thinking about something funny

giggle to laugh in a silly way because you are amused,
embarrassed or nervous

guffaw to laugh noisily

roar to laugh very loudly

snigger/snicker to laugh in a quiet unpleasant way,

especially at something rude or at someone’s problems
or mistakes

titter to laugh quietly, especially in a nervous or
embarrassed way

You can also be convulsed with laughter or dissolve into
laughter when you find something very funny. In BrE
people also shriek with laughter or how!l with laughter.

gaze He gazed dreamily out of the window.

stare She stared at him in disbelief.

glare They glared angrily at each other.

peer I peered into the dark room.

squint I squinted at the target and took aim.

glance She glanced quickly at her watch.

eye They eyed each other suspiciously.

scan He scanned the crowd anxiously but couldn’t see her.
examine Scientists are examining the wreckage.

study I spent a few minutes studying the map.

inspect New buildings have to be inspected by the Fire
Department.

=note at SEE

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
learning 0

learn He’s learning Spanish / to swim / how to drive.
study She studied chemistry for three years.
cram [ can’t go out tonight - I'm cramming for the exam.

revise (BrE) (AmE review) In this class we’ll revise / review
what we did last week.

practise (BrE) (AmE practice) If you practise speaking
English, you'll soon improve.

rehearse We only had two weeks to rehearse the play.
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VOCABULARY BUILDING %
nice and very nice ’

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
objects you can use 0

Instead of saying that something is nice or very nice, try
to use more precise and interesting adjectives to
describe things:

pleasant / perfect / beautiful weather

acosy /acomfortable / an attractive room

a pleasant / an interesting / an enjoyable experience
expensive / fashionable / smart clothes

a kind / a charming / an interesting man

The party was fun.

In conversation you can also use great, wonderful, lovely
and (in BrE) brilliant: The party was great. <>We had a
brilliant weekend.

=note at GOOD

It is useful to know some general words to help you
describe objects, especially if you do not know the name
of a particular object.

A device is something that has been designed to do a
particular job: There is a new device for cars that warns
drivers of traffic jams ahead.

A gadget is a small object that does something useful, but
is not really necessary: His kitchen is full of gadgets he
never uses.

An instrument is used especially for delicate or scientific
work: ‘What do you call the instrument that measures
temperature?’ ‘A thermometer.’

A tool is something that you use for making and repairing
things: ‘Have you got one of those for turning screws?’ ‘Do
you mean a screwdriver?’

A machine has moving parts and is used for a particular
job. It usually stands on its own: ‘What’s a blender?’ ‘It’s
an electric machine for mixing soft food or liquid.’

An appliance is a large machine that you use in the house,
such as a washing machine.

Equipment means all the things you need for a particular
activity: climbing equipment.

Apparatus means all the tools, machines or equipment
that you need for something: firefighters wearing
breathing apparatus.
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VOCABULARY BUILDING
pieces

«

VOCABULARY BUILDING
different words for seeing

L3

If you want to talk about a small amount or one example of
something that is normally an uncountable noun, there is
a range of words you can use. You must choose the right
one to go with the substance you are talking about.

Piece and (BrE, informal) bit are very general words and
can be used with most uncountable nouns: a piece of
paper | wood / string / cake / fruit / meat / work / research /
advice a bit of paper | work / chocolate / luck.

A slice is a thin flat piece: a slice of bread | cake / salami /
cheese / pie lapple (figurative)a slice of life.

A chunk is a thick, solid piece: a chunk of cheese / bread /
rock <>a chunk of land (= a fairly large piece).

A lump is a piece of something solid without any particular
shape: a lump of coal / rock / mud.

A fragment is a very small piece of something that is
broken or damaged: fragments of glass <(figurative)
fragments of conversation. It can also be used with
countable nouns to mean a small part of something: a
fragment of the story.

A speck is a tiny piece of powder: a speck of dust / dirt. You
can also say: a speck of light.

Drop is used with liquids: a drop of water / rain / blood /
milk / whisky.

A pinch is as much as you can hold between your finger
and thumb: a pinch of salt / cinnamon.

A portion is enough for one person: a portion of chicken /
fish and chips. It can also be used with some countable
nouns to mean a part of something.
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notice I noticed that she was wearing a wedding ring.<>
She climbed over the gate without being noticed.

spot We tried to spot her in the crowd.

glimpse: I glimpsed him through the window as the car sped past.

catch a glimpse of I just caught a glimpse of the bird before
it flew off.

catch a sight of If yor’re lucky you may catch sight of a herd
of wild goats.

make sth out Can you make out what that sign says?

observe (formal) Police observed him entering the building at
3.30.

witness Did anyone witness the accident?
sight (written) After a week at sea they sighted land.
=note at LOOK




VOCABULARY BUILDING
smells

VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
words meaning ‘teach’ and ‘teacher’ 0

Describing smells

These adjectives describe pleasant smells:
scented candles

aromatic oils

fragrant perfume

sweet-smelling flowers

To describe unpleasant smells you can use:

smelly cheese
stinking fish
musty old books
acrid smoke

Types of smell:

Pleasant smells:

the rich aroma of fresh coffee

a herb with a delicate fragrance
a rose’s sweet perfume

the scent of wild flowers

Unpleasant smells:

nasty household odours

the stench of rotting meat
the stink of stale sweat

the reek of beer and tobacco

Verbs

teach John teaches French at the local school.>My mother
taught me how to drive.

educate Our priority is to educate people about the dangers
of drugs.

instruct Members of staff should be instructed in the use of
fire equipment.

train She’s a trained midwife. <>He’s training the British
Olympic swimming team.

coach He’s the best football player I've ever coached. > She
coaches some of the local children in maths. (BrE)

tutor She tutors some of the local children in math. (AmE)

Nouns

teacher school / college teachers

instructor a swimming / science instructor

trainer a horse trainer <>Do you have a personal trainer?

coach a football coach

tutor tutors working with migrant children
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VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
saying that someone is thin 0

VOCABULARY BUILDING %
other words for ‘thing’

Thin is the most usual word: Steve is tall and thin and has
brown hair. It is sometimes used with a negative meaning
: Mother looked thin and tired after her long illness.

The following words all express praise or admiration:

Slim means pleasantly thin. It is often used to describe
women who have controlled their by diet or exercise:
She has a beautifully weight slim figure.

A slender girl or woman is thin and graceful.
A'lean man is thin and fit.
Willowy describes a woman who is attractively tall and thin.

The following words are more negative in their meaning:
Skinny means very thin, often in a way that is not attractive:
a skinny little kid.

Bony describes parts of the body when they are so thin
that the bones can be seen: the old man’s bony hands.
Scrawny suggests that a person is thin, weak and not
attractive: a scrawny old woman.

Gaunt describes a person who is a little too thin and looks
sad or ill.

Underweight is used in medical contexts to describe
people who are too thin because they are ill or have not
had enough food: Women who smoke risk giving birth to
underweight babies.

Emaciated describes a serious condition resulting from
iliness or lack of food.

Anorexic is a medical term, but is now also used

informally to describe a girl or woman who is so thin that
you are worried about them.

It is more acceptable to talk to somebody about how thin
or slim they are than about how fat they are.

=note at FAT
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Instead of using the word thing, try to use more precise
and interesting words, especially in formal written
English.

aspect That was the most puzzling aspect of the situation. (***
the most puzzling thing about-++)

attribute Curiosity is an essential attribute for a journalist. (
--+an essential thing for a journalist to have.)

characteristic ~ This bird has several interesting
characteristics. (There are several interesting things about
this bird.)

detail I want to know every detail of what happened. (-
everything about'-+)

feature Noise is a familiar feature of city life. (+*-a familiar
thing in city life.)

issue She has campaigned on many controversial issues. (***
many controversial things.)

matter We have several important matters to deal with at this
meeting. (---several important things--- )

point That’s a very interesting point you made. (*-:a very
interesting thing you said.)

subject The book covers a number of subjects. (***a number of
things.)

topic We discussed a wide range of topics. (**a wide range of
things.)

trait Her generosity is one of her most attractive traits. (**-one
of the most attractive things about her.)

Don’t use thing after an adjective when the adjective when
the adjective can be used on its own: Having your
computer is very useful. O Heavirngyour—owh P t5—

yery useful thing.




It is often more natural to use words like something,
anything, etc. instead of thing: I have something
important to tell you.Od-heave-an-importantthing-totetlyou
ODo you want anything else? <> Do—you—want—any—other
“thing?

It is more natural to say a lot, a great deal, much, etc.
rather than many things: I have so much to tell you. F

- OShe knows a lot about

basketball. <>

VOCABULARY BUILDING ‘
types of weather 0

VOCABULARY BUILDING '\
ways of walking 0

creep He could hear someone creeping around downstairs.
limp One player limped off the field with a twisted ankle.
pace [ found him in the corridor nervously pacing up and down.

pad She spent the morning padding about the house in her
slippers.

plod They wearily plodded home through the rain.
shuffle The queue gradually shuffled forward.
stagger They staggered out of the pub,completely drunk.

stomp She stomped out of the room, slamming the door behind
her.

stroll Families were strolling around the park.
tiptoe They tiptoed upstairs so they wouldn’t wake the baby.
trudge We trudged up the hill.

Rain
Drizzle is fine light rain.
A shower is a short period of rain.

A downpour or a cloudburst is a heavy fall of rain that often
starts suddenly.

When it is raining very hard you can say that it is pouring. In
informal BrE you can also say that it is bucketing down or
chucking it down. You can also say: The heavens opened.

Storms

A cyclone and a typhoon are types of violent tropical
storms with very strong winds.

A hurricane has very strong winds and is usually at sea.

A monsoon is a period of very heavy rain in particular
countries, or the wind that brings this rain.

A squall is a sudden strong, violent wind, usually in a rain or
snow storm.

A tornado (or twister informal) has very strong winds which
move in a circle, often with a long narrow cloud.

A whirlwind moves very fast in a spinning movement and
causes a lot of damage.

A blizzard is a snow storm with very strong winds.

Tempest is used mainly in literary language to describe a
violent storm.
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VOCABULARY BUILDING
a day’s work

L3

work [U] Looking after children all day is hardwork.

job [C] I have a few jobs to do in the house this morning.
Writing this report is going to be a long job. OI've been given
the enjoyable job of presenting the prizes.

task [C] We’ll soon have robots performing simple everyday tasks.
OThe police face a very difficult task dealing with the increase
in violent crime.

chore [C] the household chores <>Don’t turn reading into a chore
for your kids.

assignment [C] I have three assignments to do by the end of

term.
project [C] My next project is painting the living room.

labour [U] I was trained as a builder so I'm used to manual
labour.

toil [U] (formal or literary) A lifetime of hard toil on the farm had
made him look old and tired.

=note at JOB
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Grammar Point

These notes help make clear points of grammar that often cause
problems.

GRAMMAR POINT g
avenge / revenge

People avenge something or avenge themselves on
somebody: She vowed to avenge her brother’s death. <>He
later avenged himself on his wife’s killers.

People revenge themselves on somebody or are revenged
on them: He was later revenged on his wife’s killers. You

cannot revenge something: She—vowed—to—revenge—her
brother’sdeath:

GRAMMAR POINT g
can / could / be able to / manage

Can is used to say that somebody knows how to do
something: Can you play the piano? It is also used with verbs
of seeing, noticing, etc.: I can hear someone calling, and with
passive infinitives: The video can be rented from your local
store.

Can or be able to are used to say that something is possible
or that somebody has the opportunity to do something: Can
you / are you able to come on Saturday?

You use be able to form the future and perfect tenses and the
infinitive: You’ll be able to get a taxi outside the station. I
haven’t been able to get much work done today. < She’d love to
be able to play the piano.

Could is used to talk about what someone was generally able
to do in the past: Our daughter could walk when she was nine
months old.




You use was / were able to or manage (but not could) when
you are saying that something was possible on a particular
occasion in the past: I was able to / managed to find some
useful books in the library. <

L could find someuseful booksin
thelibrary- In negative sentences, could not can also be

used: We weren't able to / didn’t manage to / couldn’t get there
in time. Could is also used with this meaning with verbs of
seeing, noticing, understanding, etc.: I could see there was
something wrong.

Could have is used when you are saying that it was possible
for somebody to do something in the past but they did not
try: I could have won the game but decided to let her win.

=note at MAY

GRAMMAR POINT g
depend on

In informal English, it is quite common to say depend rather
than depend on before words like what, how or whether: It
depends what you mean by ‘hostile’. In formal written English,
depend should always be followed by on or upon: It
depends on how you define the term ‘hostile’. Upon is more
formal and less frequent than on.

GRAMMAR POINT g
each / every

O]

GRAMMAR POINT g
dare

Dare (sense 1) usually forms negatives and questions like an
ordinary verb and is followed by an infinitive with to. It is
most common in the negative: I didn’t dare to ask. <>He won’t
dare to break his promise. >You told him? How did you dare?
Ol hardly dared to hope she’d remember me. In positive
sentences a phrase like not be afraid is often used instead :
She wasn't afraid (= she dared) to tell him the truth.

It can also be used like a modal verb especially in present
tense negative forms in BrE, and is followed by an infinitive
without to: I daren’t tell her the truth.

In spoken English, the forms of the ordinary verb are often
used with an infinitive without to: Don’t you dare tell her what
I said! I didn’t dare look at him.

Each is used in front of a singular noun and is followed by a
singular verb: Each student has been given his or her own e-
mail address. The use of his or her sometimes sounds
slightly formal and it is becoming more common to use the
plural pronoun their: Each student has been given their own e-
mail address.

When each is used after a plural subject, it has a plural verb:
They each have their own e-mail address.

Every is always followed by a singular verb: Every student in
the class is capable of passing the exam.

Each of, each one of and every one of are followed by a
plural noun or pronoun, but the verb is usually singular: Each
(one) of the houses was slightly different. I bought a dozen
eggs and every one of them was bad. A plural verb is more
informal.

|
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GRAMMAR POINT g
enjoy

Note the following patterns:
Ol enjoyed myself at the party. <>l—€'l‘tj6¥€d—ﬂ‘t—ﬂ‘t€—pﬂfty~
OThanks—treatty-enjoyed:

OThanks. I really enjoyed it.

Ol enjoy playing basketball. QFenmym—plﬂyﬁaskefba{%
Ol enjoy reading very much. — lenjoy-very-muchreading:
OI hope you enjoy your trip.  OFhopeyou-enjoy-with-yourtrip.

GRAMMAR POINT g
half / whole / quarter

Quarter, half and whole can all be nouns: Cut the apple into
quarters. OTwo halves make a whole.

Whole is also an adjective: I've been waiting here for a whole
hour.

Half is also a determiner: Half (of) the work is already finished.
OThey spent half the time looking for a parking space. OHer
house is half a mile down the road. Note that you do not put a
or the in front of half when it is used in this way: I waited for

half an hour. OLweaited for-a-half-an-hour

cooked.

Half can also be used as an adverb: This meal is only half

[1]

GRAMMAR POINT g
if / whether

Both if and whether are used in reporting questions which
expect ‘yes’ or ‘no’ as the answer: She asked if /whether I
wanted a drink., although whether sounds more natural with

particular verbs such as discuss, consider and decide.
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When a choice is offered between alternatives if or whether
can be used: He didn't know if /whether we should write or
phone. In this last type of sentence, whether is usually
considered more formal and more suitable for written
English.

GRAMMAR POINT g
kind / sort

Use the singular (kind / sort) or plural (kinds / sorts)
depending on the word you use before them: each/one/every
kind of animal >all/manylother sorts of animals.

Kind / sort of is followed by a singular or uncountable noun:
This kind of question often appears in the exam. >That sort of
behaviour is not acceptable.

Kinds / sorts of is followed by a plural or uncountable noun:
These kinds of questions often appear in the exam. >These
sorts of behaviour are not acceptable.

Other variations are possible but less common: These kinds of
question often appear in the exam. >OThese sort of things don’t
happen in real life. (This example is very informal and is
considered incorrect by some people.)

Note also that these examples are possible, especially in
spoken English: The shelf was full of the sort of books I like to
read. >He faced the same kind of problems as his predecessor.
OThere are many different sorts of animal on the island. <
What kind of camera is this? &>What kind | kinds of cameras
do you sell? OThere were three kinds of cakes | cake on the
plate.




GRAMMAR POINT g
late / lately

Late and lately are both adverbs, but late is used with similar
meanings to the adjective late, whereas lately can only
mean ‘recently’: We arrived two hours late. <>I haven’t heard
from him lately. Lately is usually used with a perfect tense of
the verb.

Look also at the idioms be too late (at the adjective) and too
late (at the adverb).

Questions are formed without do/does in the present, or
did in the past: Can I invite Mary? <>Should I have invited
Mary?

Negative sentences are formed with not or the short form -n’t
and do not use do/does or did.

You will find more help with how to use modal verbs at the
dictionary entries for each verb.

GRAMMAR POINT g
must / have (got) to / must not / don't have to

GRAMMAR POINT g
likely

In standard BrE the adverb likely must be used with a word
such as most, more or very: We will most likely see him later.
In informal AmE likely is often used on its own: We will likely
see him later. >He said that he would likely run for President.

GRAMMAR POINT g
modal verbs

The modal verbs are can, could, may, might, must, ought
to, shall, should, will and would. Dare, need, have to and
used to also share some of the features of modal verbs.

Modal verbs have only one form. They have no - ing or -ed
forms and do not add -s to the 3rd person singular form: He
can speak three languages. <>She will try and visit tomorrow.

Modal verbs are followed by the infinitive of another verb
without to. The exceptions are ought to and used to: You
must find a job.>You ought to stop smoking. <1 used to smoke
but I gave up two years ago.

Necessity and Obligation

Must and have (got) to are used in the present to say that
something is necessary or should be done. Have to is more
common in AmE, especially in speech: You must be home by
11 o’clock. OI must wash the car tomorrow. I have to collect
the children from school at 3 o’clock. >Nurses have to wear a
uniform.

In BrE there is a difference between them. Must is used to talk
about what the speaker or listener wants, and have (got) to
about rules, laws and other people’s wishes: I'd love to stay,
but I must go now - I've got to write an assignment for my tutor
this evening.

There are no past or future forms of must. To talk about the
past you use had to and has had to: I had to wait half an
hour for a bus. Will have to is used to talk about the future,
or have to if an arrangement has already been made: We’ll
have to borrow the money we need. <>I have to go to the dentist
tomorrow.

Questions with have to are formed using do: Do the children
have to wear a uniform? In negative sentences both must not
and don’t have to are used, but with different meanings.
Must not is used to tell somebody not to do something:
Passengers must not smoke until the signs have been switched
off. The short form mustn’t is used especially in BrE: You
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mustn’t leave the gate open. Don’t have to is used when it is
not necessary to do something: You don’t have to pay for the
tickets in advance. <>She doesn’t have to work at weekends.

=note at NEED
Certainty

Both must and have to are used to say that you are certain
about something. Have to is the usual verb used in AmE and
this is becoming more frequent in BrE in this meaning:
He has (got) to be the worst actor on TV! {This must be the
most boring party I've ever been to (BrE). If you are talking
about the past, use must have: Your trip must have been fun!

In AmE it is more common for need to be used to speak about
what is necessary, rather than about what you must do: I
don’t need to go home yet - it’s still early. (BrE and AmE = it
isn't necessary) $You don’t need to go home yet - we never go
to bed before midnight. (BrE = you don’t have to.)

The difference is even more noticeable in the past tenses: He
didn’t need to go to hospital, but he went just to reassure
himself. (AmE) <>He needn’t have gone to hospital, but he went
Jjust to reassure himself. (BrE = he did something that wasn’t
necessary.) <>He didn’t need to go to hospital after all - he
only had a few bruises. (BrE= he didn’t go.)

GRAMMAR POINT g
neither / either

After neither and either you use a singular verb: Neither

candidate was selected for the job.

GRAMMAR POINT g
need

In BrE there are two separate verbs need.

Need as a main verb has the question form do you need?,
the negative you don’t need and the past forms needed,
did you need? and didn’t need. It has two meanings: 1. to
require something or to think that something is necessary:
Do you need any help? <>I needed to get some sleep. 2. to have
to or to be obliged to do sth: Will we need to show our
passports?

Need as a modal verb has need for all forms of the present
tense, need you? as the question form and need not
(needn’t) as the negative. The past is need have, needn’t
have. It is used to say that something is or is not necessary:
Need I pay the whole amount now?

In AmE only the main verb is used. This leads to some
important differences in the use and meaning of need in
British and American English.
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Neither of and either of are followed by a plural noun or
pronoun and a singular or plural verb. A plural verb is more
informal: Neither of my parents speaks | speak a foreign
language.

When neither:: nor::+ or either::- or--- are used with two
singular nouns, the verb can be singular or plural. A plural
verb is more informal.

GRAMMAR POINT g
none of

When you use none of with an uncountable noun, the verb is
in the singular: None of the work was done.

When you use none of with a plural noun or pronoun, or a
singular noun referring to a group of people or things, you
can use either a singular or a plural verb. The singular form
is used in a formal style in BrE: None of the trains is | are
going to London. None of her family has/have been to college.
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GRAMMAR POINT g
one

One/ones is used to avoid repeating a countable noun, but
there are some times when you should not use it, especially
in formal speech or writing:

1 After a possessive (my, your, Mary’s, etc.), some, any, both
or a number, unless it is used with an adjective: We’d like to
exchange our home with a British family’s (home). >We’d like
to exchange our home with that of a British family. Owith-a
Britishfamitys—one- OMy cheap camera takes better pictures
than his expensive one. <> ‘Did you get any postcards?’ ‘Yes, I

bought four/four nice ones.”Ol-boughtfour-ones.

2 It can be left out after superlatives, this, that, these, those,
either, neither, another, which, etc.: ‘Here are the designs.
Which (one) do you prefer?’ ‘I think that (one) looks the most
orignal.’

3 These ones and those ones are not used in AmE, and are
unusual in BrE: Do you prefer these designs or those?

4 |t is never used to replace uncountable nouns and is unusual
with abstract countable nouns: The Scottish legal system is
not the same as the English system, is better than ---as the
English one.

If the noun is singular but represents a group of people, the
verb is singular in AmE but in BrE it may be singular or plural:
Eighty per cent of the work force islare against the strike.

If the noun is plural, the verb is plural: 65% of children play
computer games.

GRAMMAR POINT g
proportion

If proportion is used with an uncountable or a singular noun,
the verb is generally singular: A proportion of the land is used
for agriculture.

If the proportion of is used with a plural countable noun, or a
singular noun that represents a group of people, the verb is
usually singular, but with a (large, small, etc.) proportion of
a plural verb is often used, especially in BrE: The proportion
of small cars on America’s roads is increasing. OA high
proportion of five-year-olds have teeth in poor condition.

[P]

GRAMMAR POINT g
school

|

GRAMMAR POINT g
expressing percentages

Percentages (= numbers of per cent) are written in words as
twenty-five per cent and in figures as 25%.

If a percentage is used with an uncountable or a singular noun
the verb is generally singular: 90% of the land is cultivated.

When a school is being referred to as an institution, you do
not need to use the: When do the children finish school?
When you are talking about a particular building, the is used:
I'll meet you outside the school. Prison, jail, court, and
church work in the same way: Her husband spent three years
in prison.

=note at COLLEGE, HOSPITAL
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GRAMMAR POINT g
shall / will

GRAMMAR POINT g
should / ought / had better

In modern English the traditional difference between shall and
will has almost disappeared, and shall is not used very
much at all, especially in AmE. Shall is now only used with /
and we, and often sounds formal and old-fashioned. People
are more likely to say: I'll (= | will) be late and “You’ll (= you
will) apologize immediately.” ‘No I won't!’.

In BrE shall is still used with | and we in questions or when
you want to make a suggestion or an offer: What shall I wear
to the party? <>Shall we order some coffee? OI'll drive, shall 17

=note at SHOULD

GRAMMAR POINT g
should / would

In modern English, the traditional difference between should
and would in reported sentences, conditions, requests, etc.
has disappeared and should is not used very much at all. In
spoken English the short form ’d is usually used: I said I'd (1
would) be late. >He’d (he would) have liked to have been an
actor. OI'd (1 would) really prefer tea.

The main use of should now is to tell somebody what they
ought to do, to give advice, or to add emphasis: We should
really go and visit them soon. > You should have seen it!

Should and ought to are both used to say that something is
the best thing or the right thing to do, but should is much
more common: You should take the baby to the doctor’s. I
ought to give up smoking. In questions, should is usually used
instead of ought to: Should we call the doctor?

Had better can also be used to say what is the best thing to
do in a situation that is happening now: We’d better hurry or
we’ll miss the train.

You form the past by using should have or ought to have:
She should have asked for some help. <>You ought to have been
more careful.

The forms should not or shouldn’t (and ought not to or
oughtn’t to, which are rare in AmE and formal in BrE) are
used to say that something is a bad idea or the wrong thing
to do: You shouldn’t drive so fast.

The forms should not have or shouldn’t have and, much
less frequently, ought not to have or oughtn’t to have are
used to talk about the past: I'm sorry, I shouldn’t have lost my
temper.

GRAMMAR POINT g
sit
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You can use on, in and at with sit. You sit on a chair, a step,
the edge of the table, etc. You sit in an armchair. If you are
sitting at a table, desk, etc. you are sitting in a chair close
to it, usually so that you can eat a meal, do some work, etc.




GRAMMAR POINT g
staff

GRAMMAR POINT g
very / very much

In BrE staff (sense 1) can be singular: a staff of ten (= a group
of ten people) or plural: I have ten staff working for me. If it is
the subject of a verb this verb is plural: The staff in this shop
are very helpful.

In AmE staff (senses 1 and 2) can only be singular: a staff of ten
(but not+tenstats) OThe staff in this store is very helpful.

The plural form staffs is less frequent but is used in both BrE
and AmE to refer to more than one group of people: the
senator and his staff(singular) senators and their staffs
(plural).

GRAMMAR POINT g
used to

Except in negatives and questions, the correct form is used

to: I used to go there every Saturday. Fusetogothereevery
Seaturdey-

To form questions, use did: ODid she use to have long hair?
Note that the correct spelling is use to, not ‘used to’.

The negative form is usually didn’t use to, but in BrE this is
quite informal and is not usually used in writing.

The negative form used not to (rather formal) and the

question form used you to---? (old- fashioned and very
formal) are only used in BrE, usually in writing.

Very is used with adjectives, past participles used as
adjectives, and adverbs: I am very hungry. I was very
pleased to get your letter. >You played very well. But notice:
I'm very much afraid that your son may be involved in the
crime.

Very is not used with past participles that have a passive
meaning. Much, very much or greatly (formal) are usually
used instead: Your help was very much appreciated. < He was
much loved by everyone. <>She was greatly admired.

Very is used to emphasize superlative adjectives: my very best
work the very youngest children. However, with comparative
adjectives much, very much, a lot, etc. are used: Your work
is very much better. Omuch younger children.

Very is not used with adjectives and adverbs that already have
an extreme meaning. You are more likely to use an adverb
such as absolutely, completely, etc.: She was absolutely
furious. OI'm completely exhausted. <>You played really
brilliantly.

Very is not used with verbs. Use very much instead: We
enjoyed staying with you very much.

GRAMMAR POINT g
well

Compound adjectives beginning with well are generally written
with no hyphen when they are used alone after a verb, but
with a hyphen when they come before a noun: She is well
dressed. <>a well-dressed woman. The forms without hyphens
are given here, but forms with hyphens can be seen in some
examples.

L3N .
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The comparative and superlative forms of these are usually
formed with better and best: better-known poets the best-
dressed person in the room.

GRAMMAR POINT g
whom

Whom is not used very often in spoken English. Who is
usually used as the object pronoun, especially in questions:
Who did you invite to the party?

The use of whom as the pronoun after prepositions is very
formal: To whom should I address the letter? >He asked me
with whom I had discussed it. In spoken English it is much
more natural to use who and put the preposition at the end
of the sentence: Who should I address the letter to? <>He
asked me who I had discussed it with.

In defining relative clauses the object pronoun whom is not
often used. You can either use who or that, or leave out the
pronoun completely: The family (who/that/whom) I met at the
airport were very kind.

In non-defining relative clauses who or, more formally, whom
(but not that) is used and the pronoun cannot be left out:
Our doctor, who/whom we all liked very much, retired last week.
This pattern is not used very much in spoken English.

GRAMMAR POINT g
wish

After the verb wish in sense 1, a past tense is always used in
a that clause: Do you wish you had a better job? In more
formal English, especially in AmE, many people use were
after I, he, she, it instead of was: I wish he were here tonight.

B h / American

These notes explain differences between British and American

BRITISH / AMERICAN %%
Already and yet are usually used with the present perfect

already / just / yet
tense, but in AmE they can also be used with the simple past
tense: I already did it. >Did you eat yet?

However, this is much more common in spoken English than
in written and some Americans do not consider it
acceptable, even in speech. The present perfect is more
common in AmE and almost always used in BrE: I've already
done it. OHave you eaten yet?

Just is mostly used with the perfect tenses in BrE and with
the simple past in AmE: I've just had some bad news. (BrE) I
Jjust got some bad news. (AmE)

BRITISH / AMERICAN /

a bit / a little

In BrE it is common to use a bit to mean ‘slightly’ or ‘to a
small extent’: These shoes are a bit tight. OI'll be a bit later
home tomorrow. <>Can you turn the volume up a bit?

It is more common in AmE to say a little, or (informal) a little
bit. You can also use these phrases in BrE: These shoes are a
little bit too tight. Ol be a little later home tomorrow. > Can
you turn the volume up a little bit?
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BRITISH / AMERICAN
college / university

Y

BRITISH / AMERICAN
different from / to / than

Y

In both BrE and AmE a college is a place where you can go to
study after you leave secondary school. In Britain you can
go to a college to study or to receive training in a particular
skill. In the USA you can study for your first degree at a
college. A university offers more advanced degrees in
addition to first degrees.

In AmE college is often used to mean a university, especially
when talking about people who are studying for their first
degree. The is not used when you are talking about
someone studying there: My son has gone away to college. <
‘Where did you go to college?’ ‘Ohio State University.’

In BrE you can say: My daughter is at college <My daughter is
at university. In AmE you cannot use university in this way.
You use it with a or the to mean a particular university. My
daughter is at college. <>I didn’t want to go to a large

BRITISH / AMERICAN
course / program

university.
a’% é

In BrE course is used for a series of lessons or lectures on a
particular subject: a physics course <a course of ten lectures.
In AmE you would say <{a physics course/program <a
program of ten lectures.

In AmE a course is usually an individual unit that forms part of
a longer period of study: I have to take a physics course/class.
This is called a module in Britain, especially in a college or
university.

In BrE course can also mean a period of study at a college or
university: a two-year college course. In AmE you would say a
two-year college program.

Different from is the most common structure in both BrE and
AmkE. Different to is also used in BrE: Paul’s very different
fromlto his brother <>This visit is very different from/to last
time.

In AmE people also say different than: Your trains are different
than ours. You look different than before.

Before a clause you can also use different from(and different
than in AmE): She looked different from what I'd expected. <
She looked different than (what) I'd expected.

BRITISH / AMERICAN
floor

Y

In BrE the floor of a building at street level is the ground floor,
the one above it is the first floor and the one below it is the
basement, or lower ground floor in a public building.

In AmE the floor at street level is usually called the first floor,
the one above it is the second floor and the one below it is
the basement. In public buildings the floor at street level
can also be called the ground floor.

=note at STOREY

W |
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BRITISH / AMERICAN
have to got / do you have

Y

BRITISH / AMERICAN
holiday / vacation

Y

Have got is the usual verb in BrE to show possession, etc. in
positive statements in the present tense, in negative
statements and in questions: They’'ve got a wonderful house.
OWe haven't got a television. <> Have you got a meeting today?
Questions and negative statements formed with do are also
common.: Do you have any brothers and sisters? <>We don’t
have a car.

Have is also used but is more formal: I have no objection to
your request. >Have you an appointment? Some expressions
with have are common even in informal language: I'm sorry,
I haven't a clue.

In the past tense had is used in positive statements. In
negatives and questions, forms with did have are usually
used: They had a wonderful house. <>We didn’t have much time.
ODid she have her husband with her?

In AmE have and forms with do/does/did are the usual way to
show possession, etc. in positive statements, negatives and
questions: They have a wonderful house. OWe don’t have a
television. <>Do you have a meeting today? Have got is not
used in questions, but is used in positive statements,
especially to emphasize that somebody has one thing rather
than another: ‘Does your brother have brown hair?’ ‘No, he’s
got blond hair.’

In both BrE and AmE have and forms with do/does and did

are used when you are referring to a habit or routine: In my
country people usually have large families. OWe don’t often

have time to talk. <>Do you ever have headaches?

You use holiday (or holidays) in BrE and vacation in AmE to
describe the regular periods of time when you are not at
work or school, or time that you spend travelling or resting
away from home: I get four weeks’ holiday/vacation a year. <
He’s on holiday/vacation this week. <OI like to take my
holiday/vacation in the winter. >the summer holidays/vacation.

In AmE a holiday (or a public holiday) is a single day when
government offices, schools, banks and businesses are
closed: The school will be closed Monday because it’s a
holiday. This is called a bank holiday in BrE.

The holidays is used in AmE to refer to the time in late

December and early January that includes Christmas,
Hanukkah and the New Year.

Vacation in BrE is used mainly to mean one of the periods
when universities are officially closed for the students.

BRITISH / AMERICAN
hospital

#HY

In BrE you say to hospital or in hospital when you are a
patient: I had to go to hospital. OShe spent two weeks in
hospital.

In AmE you need to use the: I had to go to the hospital. < She
spent two weeks in the hospital.
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BRITISH / AMERICAN
inclusive / through

HY

BRITISH / AMERICAN
platform / track

Y

In BrE inclusive is used to emphasize that you are including
the days, months, numbers, etc. mentioned, especially in
formal or official situations: Answer questions 8 to 12 inclusive.
OThe amusement park is open daily from May to October
inclusive.

In AmE through is used: Answer questions 8 through 12. OThe
amusement park is open (from) May through October.

To can also be used with this meaning in BrE and AmE: The
park is open from 1 May to 31 October.

In British stations the platforms, where passengers get on and
off trains, have different numbers: The Edinburgh train is
waiting at platform 4.

In stations in the USA, it is the track that the train travels along
that has a number: The train for Chicago is on track 9.

BRITISH / AMERICAN
post / mail

[P]

BRITISH / AMERICAN
phone / call /ring

EJ% %
Verbs

In BrE, to phone, to ring and to call are the usual ways of
saying to telephone. In AmE the most common word is call,
but phone is also used. Speakers of AmE do not say ring.
Telephone is very formal and is used mainly in BrE.

Nouns

You can use call or phone call (more formal) in both BrE and
AmE: say Were there any phone calls for me? <>How do I make
a local call?The idiom give sb a call is also common: I'll
give you a call tonight. In informal BrE you could also: I'll give
you a ring tonight.

Nouns

In BrE the official system used for sending and delivering
letters, parcels/packages, etc. is usually called the post. In
AmE it is usually called the mail: I'll put an application form in
the post/mail for you today. <>Send your fee by post/mail to this
address. Mail is sometimes used in BrE in such expressions
as the Royal Mail. Post occurs in AmE in such expressions
as the US Postal Service.

In BrE post is also used to mean the letters, parcels/packages,
etc. that are delivered to you. Mail is the usual word in AmE
and is sometimes used in BrE: Was there any post/mail this
morning? I sat down to open my post/mail.

Verbs

Compare: I'll post the letter when I go out. (BrE) and I'll mail
the letter when I go out. (AmE)

Compounds

Note these words: postman(BrE), mailman/mail carrier (both
AmE); postbox BrE, mailbox AmE. Some compounds are
used in both BrE and AmE : post office, postcard, mail
order.

Electronic

Mail, not post, is always used in connection with electronic
messages : e-mail, voicemail.
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BRITISH / AMERICAN

’/% (%
presently Z

In both BrE and AmE, presently can mean ‘soon’ or ‘after a
short time’: I'll be with you presently. <> Presently, I heard her
leave the house. This use is slightly old-fashioned. In AmE the
usual meaning of presently is ‘at the present time’ or ‘now’:
She is presently living in Milan. There is presently no cure for

the disease. This use is becoming more accepted in BrE, but
BRITISH / AMERICAN

at present or currently are usually used.
o
purse / handbag / wallet 7

Outside a building you could see: To let (BrE) <>For rent
(especially AmE).

To hire can also mean to employ somebody, especially in
AME: We hired a new secretary.

- see also LEASE v.

Nouns

The amount of money that you pay to rent something is rent
or rental (more formal). When you hire something you pay a
hire charge (BrE).

A purse (BrE) / a change purse or coin purse (AmkE) is a
small bag for carrying money, including coins.

A handbag (also purse in AmE) is a bag that women
especially carry with them to hold their money, keys, etc.

A wallet (also billfold in AmE) is a small leather or plastic case
used for keeping bank notes, cards, etc. in.

On a sign outside a shop you might see: Bikes for hire (BrE).
BRITISH / AMERICAN

- see also LET, LEASE, HIRE n.
X
rubbish / garbage / trash / refuse

[R]

BRITISH / AMERICAN
rent / hire / let

Verbs

You can hire something for a short period of time (BrE only),
but rent something for a longer period: We can hire bikes for
a day to explore the town.>We don’t own our TV, we rent it.

In AmE, rent is always used. It is sometimes now used in BrE
instead of hire, too.

The owners of property can hire it out for a short period (BrE):
Do you hire out bikes? Or they can rent (out) / let (out) a

building, etc: We rent out rooms in our house to students.
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Rubbish is the usual word in BrE for the things that you throw
away because you no longer want or need them. Garbage
and trash are both used in AmE. Inside the home, garbage
tends to mean waste food and other wet material, while
trash is paper, cardboard and dry material.

In BrE, you put your rubbish in a dustbin in the street to be
collected by the dustmen. In AmE, your garbage and trash
goes in a garbage / trash can in the street and is collected
by garbage men / collectors.

Refuse is a formal word and is used in both BrE and AmE.
Refuse collector is the formal word for a dustman or
garbage collector.




BRITISH / AMERICAN
at / in school

Y

BRITISH / AMERICAN
toilet / bathroom

HE

In BrE someone who is attending school is at school: I was at
school with her sister. In AmE in school is used I have a ten-
year-old in school. In school in AmE can also mean
‘attending a university’.

BRITISH / AMERICAN
sea / ocean

#HY

In BrE, the usual word for the mass of salt water that covers
most of the earth’s surface is the sea. In AmE, the usual
word is the ocean: A swimmer drowned in the sea / ocean this
morning.

The names of particular areas of seas, however, are fixed: the
Mediterranean Sea the Atlantic Ocean.

Sea / ocean are also used if you go to the coast on holiday /
vacation: We're spending a week at the sea / ocean in June. In
AmE it is also common to say: We're going to the beach for
vacation.

=note at COAST

In BrE, but not in AmE, the room that has a toilet in it is usually
referred to as a toilet. This room in people’s houses can
also be called the lavatory, or informally, the loo. An extra
downstairs toilet in a house can be called the cloakroom. In
public places, especially on signs, the words toilets, Gents
(for men’s toilets) or Ladies (for women’s toilets) are used
for a room or small building containing several toilets. You
might also see WC or Public Conveniences on some signs.

In AmE the room that contains a toilet is usually called the
bathroom, never the toilet. A room with a toilet in a public
place can also be called a restroom, ladies’ room,
women’s room or men’s room. Washroom is an old-
fashioned word.

BRITISH / AMERICAN
underground / subway / metro / tube

Y

A city’s underground railway / railroad system is usually called
the underground (often the Underground) in BrE and the
subway in AmE. Speakers of BrE also use subway for
systems in American cities and metro for systems in other
European countries. The Metro is the name for the systems
in Paris and Washington, D.C. London’s system is often
called the Tube. D.C. London’s system is often called the
Tube.

A
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More About

These notes give you more information about an aspect of life or
language in Britain and America and show you the correct
words to use.

MORE ABOUT

MORE,
America

The continent of America is divided into North America and
South America. The narrow region joining North and South
America is Central America.

North America, which is a geographical term, consists of the
United States of America, Canada and Mexico. Latin
America, a cultural term, refers to the non-English speaking
countries of Central and South America, where mainly
Portuguese and Spanish are spoken. Mexico is part of Latin
America.

The United States of America is usually shortened to the
USA, the US, the States or simply America: the US
President < Have you ever been to the States? >She emigrated
to America in 1995. Many people from other parts of the
continent dislike this use of America to mean just the US,
but it is very common.

American is usually used to talk about somebody or
something from the United States of America: Do you have
an American passport? <>American football <>I'm not
American, I'm Canadian. Latin American and South
American are used to refer to other parts of the continent:
Latin American dance music <>Quite a lot of South Americans
study here.
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MORE ABOUT

MORE
of course

Of course is often used to show that what you are saying is
not surprising or is generally known or accepted. For this
reason, and because it can be difficult to get the right
intonation, you may not sound polite if you use of course or
of course not when you answer a request for information or
permission. It can be safer to use a different word or phrase.

‘Is this the right room for the English class?’ ‘Yes, it is.” “Of
—eourse-or ‘Q Hds

‘Can I borrow your dictionary?’ ‘Certainly.’(formal) < *Sure.’
(informal)

‘Do you mind if I borrow your dictionary?’ ‘Not at all."‘Go
ahead.’ (informal).

If you say of course / of course not it may sound as though
you think the answer to the question is obvious and that the
person should not ask. In the same way, of course should
not be used as a reply to a statement of fact or when
someone expresses an opinion: ‘It’s a lovely day.” ‘It certainly
is.” /| ‘Yes it is.” O—Ofcourse—itis= I think you’ll enjoy that
play.” ‘I'm sure I will.’ / ‘Yes, it sounds really good.” OOf
cotrse:




MORE ABOUT
gender

B

Ways of talking about men and women

When you are writing or speaking English it is important to use
language that includes both men and women equally. Some
people may be very offended if you do not.

The human race

Man and mankind have traditionally been used to mean ‘all
men and women’. Many people now prefer to use
humanity, the human race, human beings or people.

Jobs

The suffix -ess in names of occupations such as actress,
hostess and waitress shows that the person doing the job
is a woman. Many people now avoid these. Instead you can
use actor or host, (although actress and hostess are still
very common) or a neutral word, such as server for waiter
and waitress.

Neutral words like assistant, worker, person or officer are
now often used instead of -man or - woman in the names of
jobs. For example, you can use police officer instead of
policeman or policewoman, and spokesperson instead of
spokesman or spokeswoman. Neutral words are very
common in newspapers, on television and radio and in
official writing, in both BrE and AmE.

When talking about jobs that are traditionally done by the
other sex, some people say: a male secretary/nurse/model
(NOT man) or a woman/female doctor/barrister/driver.
However this is now not usually used unless you need to
emphasize which sex the person is, or it is still unusual for
the job to be done by a man/woman: My daughter prefers to
see a woman doctor. >They have a male nanny for their kids. <
a female racing driver.

Pronouns

He used to be considered to cover both men and women:
Everyone needs to feel he is loved, but this is not now
acceptable. Instead, after everybody, everyone, anybody,
anyone, somebody, someone, etc. one of the plural
pronouns they, them, and their is often used: Does
everybody know what they want? <>Somebody’s left their coat
here. I hope nobody’s forgotten to bring their passport with
them.

Some people prefer to use he or she, his or her, or him or
her in speech and writing: Everyone knows what’s best for him
or herself. He/she or (s)he can also be used in writing: If in
doubt, ask your doctor. Helshe can give you more information.
(You may find that some writers just use ‘she’.) These uses
can seem awkward when they are used a lot. It is better to
try to change the sentence, using a plural noun. Instead of
saying: A baby cries when he or she is tired you can say Babies
cry when they are tired.

MORE ABOUT
hello / greetings

R

Hello is the most usual word and is used in all situations,
including answering the telephone.

Hi is more informal and is now very common.

How are you? or How are you doing? (very informal) often
follow Hello and Hi: ‘Hello, Mark.” ‘Oh, hi, Kathy! How are
you?’

Good morning is often used by members of a family or
people who work together when they see each other for the
first time in the day. It can also be used in formal situations
and on the telephone. In informal speech, people may just
say Morning.

L 3ANIBH] .
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Good afternoon and Good evening are much less common.
Good night is not used to greet somebody, but only to say
goodbye late in the evening or when you are going to bed.

If you are meeting someone for the first time, you can say
Pleased to meet you or Nice to meet you (less formal).
Some people use How do you do? in formal situations. The
correct reply to this is How do you do?

M

MORE ABOUT
meals

B

People use the words dinner, lunch, supper and tea in
different ways depending on which English-speaking country
they come from. In Britain it may also depend on which part
of the country or which social class a person comes from.

A meal eaten in the middle of the day is usually called lunch. If
it is the main meal of the day it may also be called dinner in
BrE, especially in the north of the country.

A main meal eaten in the evening is usually called dinner,
especially if it is a formal meal. Supper is also an evening
meal, but more informal than dinner and usually eaten at
home. It can also be a late meal or something to eat and
drink before going to bed.

In BrE, tea is a light meal in the afternoon with sandwiches,
cakes, etc. and a cup of tea.: a cream tea. It can also be a
main meal eaten early in the evening, especially by children:
What time do the kids have their tea?

As a general rule, if dinner is the word someone uses for the
meal in the middle of the day, they probably call the meal in
the evening tea or supper. If they call the meal in the middle
of the day lunch, they probably call the meal in the evening
dinner.

Brunch, a combination of breakfast and lunch, is becoming
more common, especially as a meal you eat outside or one

where your guests serve themselves.
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MORE ABOUT
names and titles

B

Names

Your name is either your whole name or one part of your
name: My name is Maria. OHis name is Tom Smith. <>The
name’s Bond.

Your last name or family name, (also called surname in BrE)
= the name that all members of your family share.

Your first name/names (formal forename)
= the name(s) your parents gave you when you were born.

In BrE some people use the expression Christian name(s) to
refer to a person’s first name(s).

Your middle name(s)

= any name your parents gave you other than the one that is
placed first. The initial of this name is often used as part of
your name, especially in America: John T. Harvey

Your full name
= all your names usually in the order: first + middle + last
name

A woman’s maiden name

= the family name she had before she got married. Some
women keep this name after they are married, and do not
use their husband’s name. In America, married women often
use their maiden name followed by their husband’s family
name: Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Titles

Mr (for both married and unmarried men)
Mrs (for married women)

Miss (for unmarried women)




Ms (a title that some women prefer to use as it does not
distinguish between married and unmarried women)

Doctor, Professor, President, Vice-President, Reverend (or
Rev), etc.

The correct way to talk to someone is:
first name, if you know them well: Hello, Maria.
or title + surname: Hello, Mr Brown.
or Doctor (medical), Professor, etc. on its own:

Thank you, Doctor.This is only used for a very limited number
of titles.

For information on ways of addressing people in writing see
Study Page B14.

Rl

MORE ABOUT
roads

MORE
Roads and streets

In a town or city, street is the most general word for a road
with houses and buildings on one or both sides: a street map
of London. Street is not used for roads between towns, but
streets in towns are often called Road: Oxford Street &
Edgware Road. A road map of France would show you the
major routes between, around and through towns and cities.

Other words used in the names of streets include: Circle,
Court, Crescent, Drive, Hill and Way. Avenue suggests a
wide street lined with trees. A lane is a narrow street
between buildings or, in BrE, a narrow country road.

The high street

High street is used in BrE, especially as a name, for the main
street of a town, where most shops, banks, etc. are: the
record store in the High Street high street shops. \n AmE
Main Street is often used as a name for this street.

Larger roads

British and American English use different words for the roads
that connect towns and cities. Motorways, (for example, the
M57) in BrE, freeways, highways or interstates, (for
example State Route 347, Interstate 94, the Long Island
Expressway) in AmE, are large divided roads built for long-
distance traffic to avoid towns.

A ring road (BrE) / an outer belt (AmE) is built around a city or
town to reduce traffic in the centre. This can also be called a
beltway in AmE, although this usually refers to the road
around Washington D.C. A bypass passes around a town or
city rather than through the centre.

W |
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WORD FAMILY
able adj. (# unable)
ability n. (# inability)
disabled adj.
disability n.

WORD FAMILY
accuse v.
accusation n.
accusing adj.
accusatory adj.
accused n.

WORD FAMILY

conceive v.

concept n.

conception n.

conceivable adj. (# inconceivable)
conceptual adj.

WORD FAMILY
deny v.

denial n.
undeniable adj.

[D]

WORD FAMILY
deceive v.
deceit n.
deceitful adj.
deception n.
deceptive adj.

WORD FAMILY
destroy v.
destroyer n.
destruction n.
destructive adj.

indestructible adj.

WORD FAMILY
ally v., n.

allied adj.
alliance n.

WORD FAMILY

decide v.

decision n. (# indecision)
decisive adj. (# indecisive)
undecided adj.

WORD FAMILY

discreet adj. (# indiscreet)
discretion n. (# indiscretion)

WORD FAMILY
clear adj.
clarity n.
clarify v.

WORD FAMILY
defy v.

defiance n.
defiant adj.

WORD FAMILY
divide v., n.
division n.
divisive adj.
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WORD FAMILY

explain v.

explanation n.

explanatory adj.

explicable adj. (# inexplicable)

WORD FAMILY
explode v.
explosion n.
explosive adj., n.
unexploded adj.

WORD FAMILY
fat adj.

fatty adj.

fatten v.
fattening adj.

WORD FAMILY

force n.,v.

forceful adj.

forced adj. (# unforced)
forcible adj.

enforce v.

WORD FAMILY
grateful adj. (# ungrateful)
gratitude n. (# ingratitude)

[1]

WORD FAMILY

perceive v.

perception n.

perceptive adj.

perceptible adj. (= imperceptible)

WORD FAMILY

inhabit v.

habitable adj. (# uninhabitable)
uninhabited adj.

inhabitant n.

habitation .

WORD FAMILY

intend v.

intended adj. (# unintended)
intention n.

intentional adj. (# unintentional)

WORD FAMILY
pity n., v.

pitiful adj.
pitiless adj.
pitiable adj.
piteous adj.

WORD FAMILY

produce v.

produce n.

producer n.

production n.

productive adj. (# unproductive)

WORD FAMILY

marry v.

marriage n.

married adj. (# unmarried)
marital adj.

WORD FAMILY
pronounce v.
pronunciation n.
unpronounceable adj.
mispronounce v.

i |
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WORD FAMILY

prove v. (# disprove)
proof n.

proven adj. (# unproven)

[R]

WORD FAMILY

rely v.

reliable adj. (# unreliable)
reliability n. (# unreliability)
reliance n.

WORD FAMILY

true adj. (# untrue)

truth n. (# untruth)
truthful adj. (# untruthful)
truly adv.

truism n.

WORD FAMILY

repeat v., n.

repeatable adj. (# unrepeatable)
repeated adj.

repetition n.

repetitive adj.

repetitious adj.

WORD FAMILY
wit n.

witty adj.
witticism n.
outwit v.

WORD FAMILY

stable adj. (# unstable)
stability . (= instability)
stabilize v.
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